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REAT 2 cel ible 
was the regret and ſorrow 
of the archdeacon of Tours in 
France, who being fo infatuated 
- (hall I ſay) or faſcinated, as to for- 
fake the happy and religious life of 
a clerk, with all its appendent pri- 
_ vileges, married the reverſion of 
another, (a widow) and fooliſhly 
fell into a quagmire, wherein one 
| had been drown'd before him; with 
whom being link'd by the indiſſo- 
luble and gordion knot of marri- 
age, he led a tedious life, or to ſpeak. 

A 5 more 


8 


. The Epiſtle to 
more properly, endur'd a vaſſalage 
almoſt inſupportable; for which he 
ſang a mournful ditty, to the tune 
of Fortune my Foe, why baſt that 
| married me? and chaunted a cor- 
*  #4ial palinode, reſerving to himſelf 
only this comfort, that he had ſome 
hope by his own miſcarriage, to 
forewarn others from the like inad- 
vertency and raſhneſs, and to that 
pourpoſe compos'd ſeveral learned 
treatiſes, to dehort all men from 
ſuch unadviſed enterprizes and at- 
tempts. Nor is he fingular herein, 
for many perſons of great parts, and 
' known abilities have endeavour'd to 
_ diſcover the ſervitude, and more 
than Egypiian bondage of a coupled 
condition; and, in my judgment 
(to be free without cenſoriouſneſs) 
the Eighteen, Comforts of Matri- . 
mony herein fully diſplay d and 
clearly laid open, are the greateſt 
| E 5 misfortunes, Pains, diſcontents, and 
torments that can enter into the 


thoughts 


— 


— 
— 
\ 
* * 
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E Reader. 


| thoughts of man. Yet, for all that 


is premention'd, I do not blame the 
ſtate of matrimony (as no inſti® | 
tuted by the church) for, beyond. 
all diſpute, marriage is an eccleſi- 
aſtical and religious tye, a boundary 
to extravagancy, giving a check to 


the exorbitant paſſions of the wild 
and hot- heated youth of both ſexes, 


and confining them to one perſon, 
which is but juſt and lawful, and 
not permit them, like brutes, to 
range about in common, or the ſect 
of Nicbolaitans, who differ'd little 
from beaſts in that prophane and 
diſſolute tenet of theirs, community 
of women; nor do I find fault with 
thoſe that marry; I am of their o- 


5 pinion, and ſay they do well; for we 
ſojourn in this world, to endure and 
ſuffer afflictions, to allay the height 


of our pride, and give a check to all 
eccentric and irregular paſſions, that 
after the miſeries of this life, we 
825 be W prepar'd and fitted 
A} for 


The Epiſtle to 
for a happy and bleſſed eſtate here- 
after. And, indeed, I do not think 
that a man can, by the compaſs of 
this life, ſailinto a deeper ocean of 
miſery and affliction, conſidering the 
inevitable grievouſneſs and indiſpen- 
ſible continuance of a married life: 
(I mean only ſuch as raſhly and un- 
adviſedly, without due conſideration 
of the temper and conſtitution of 
one another, meet and marry; the 
want of which good election and 
choice, renders the wedded ſtate ſo 
burdenſome and inſupportable) 
which undoubtedly exceeds all the 
racks and engines of torment that 
the barbarity of tyrants, and the 
malicious witof man ever invented: 

But yet when a huſband is once 
"enur'd and accuſtomed to the do- 
meſtic jars of a double life, and 
like the aſs, bears the burden pa- 
tiently,,which cuſtom hath made fo 
tolerable, that he prides himſelf in 
his ſondneſs, patience, and long- 
2385 ſuffering; ; 


the Reader. 
ſuffering; of this in fine, there 
may be a good application, or at 
leaſt he may make a virtue of ne- 
7 ceffity : For that is but a foppiſh 
and vain conceit of ſome empty 
7 pates, that patience per force, is a 
medicine for a mad dog, and fo, 
conſequently, not worth the refu- 
tation. To conclude, I have taken 
ſome pains in compoſing theſe F/ 
teen Comforts of Matrimony for the 
ſatis faction of thoſe who are in that 
ſtate; and, I am confident, dare 
not contradict them, without they 
give their wives the lye, when they 
are once faſt, and intangled in the 
Net; and for prevention of othe s, 
by way of caution, from running 
the ſame riſque, the utmoſt reme- 
dy whereof is a thread- bare pati- 
ence, or a whining recantation; or 
if they muſt venture upon this Cha- 
rybdis to avoid ſhipwreck in ſo dan- 
gerous a condition: let them look 
before they leap, according to the 
EE A 4 old 


De Epiſtle &c. 
old proverb, and elect ſuch a per- 


ſon as may be link'd in temper and 
humour, whoſe ſouls may be uni- 


ted as well as t heir bodies, that fo 


their hour-glaſs may run to the laſt 
land, without interruption or mo- 
leſtation, and they have a numer- 

- ons happy iſſue, (the dear pledge 
' of a married life) to perpetuate 
their name and memory, that their 
aſhes may leave a fragrant {mell to 
poſterity; for, otherwiſe, if they 
embrace tle holy ordinance, with- 
out due and ſerious conſideration, 


(upon. which moment depends 
their happineſs upon earth) they 
deſerve the burial of an aſs, and 
by my conſent, ſhall drop i into the 
grave withou n tears or N. 
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" 5 XN M is the natural inclination of a 
& 1 young gallant, in the pleaſant 

S prime and flower of his flourith- 
Gr ing youth, being freſh, luſty and 
I jocund, to take no other czre, 
but to employ his money to buy gay pre- 
3 ſents for pretty laſſes: to frame His green 

wits in penning love ditties, his voice” to 
fling them ſweetly, his wandring eyes to 
gaze on the faireſt dames, and his wanton. 
1 4 to plot means for the ſpeedy. ac- 
1 4A 5 compliſhment ; 
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compliſhment of his wiſhed defires, accord- 


ing to the compaſs of his. eſtate. And albeit. 
his parents, or ſome other of his kindred, 


do, perhaps, furniſh him with neceſlary 


maintenance, ſo that he wants nothing, but 


lives in all eaſe and delight; yet cannot this 
content him, or ſatisfy his unexperienced 
mind; for although he daily ſee many mar- 


_ ried men firſt caught in lobs pound, want- 


ing former liberty, and compaſſed round in 
a Cage of many cares, yet notwithſtanding, 


over-ruled by ſelf-will, and blinded by fol- 


ly, he ſuppoſes them therein to_ have the 


fulneſs of delight, becauſe they have ſo near 
them the image of content, Venus's ſtar 


gloriouſly blazing upon them, I mean a 
dainty fair wife, bravely attired, whoſe ap- 
parel, perhaps, is not yet paid for. How- 


ſoever (to draw their huſbands into a fool's 
paradiſe) they make them believe, that 


their father or mother hath of their coſt 
and bounty afforded it, This luſty youth 
(as I firſt ſaid) ſeeing them already in 
this maze of bitter ſweetneſs, | 


an entrance, and taking ſuch pains to fin 


his own pain, that in the end, in he gets, 


when for the haſte he makes to have a taſte 


of theſe ſuppoſed delicates, he hath no 
leiſure to think, nor-no care to provide thoſe: 
. thin 


ngs that are, hereunto. requiſite. 
Jolly younker, being thus 
a time ſwim in delight, and hath no deſire 


> 


and 


| he goes 
round about, turmoyling himſelf in 9 


The 
gotten in, doth for: 


at all to wind himſelf out again; till time 
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of MATRIMON V. 11 
and uſe, which makes all things more fa- 
miliar and leſs pleaſing, do qualify this hu- 
mour : then glutted with ſatiety, or pinched” 
with penury, he may, perhaps, begin to ſee 


his folly, and repent as well his fondneſs, 


as, his too much forwardneſs, but all too 
late, he muſt have patience by force: his 
wife muſt be maintained according to her 


degree, withal (commonly it happens, ſhe 


carries the right ſtomach of a woman) ſlen- 
der maintainance will not ſerve, for as their 
minds mount above their eſtates, fo com- 
monly they will have their abiliments. And 
if at a feaſt, or ſome other goſſips meeting 
whereunto ſhe is invited, ſhe ſee any of the 
company gaily attired for coſt and faſhion, 
or both, or chiefly the latter, for generall 
women do affect novelties, ſhe forthwit 
moves a queſtion in herſelf, why ſhe alfo 


ſhould not be in the like ſort attired, to 


have her garments cut after the neweſt 
faſhion, as well as the reſt ? and anſwers it 
with reſolution, that ſhe will and muſt have 
the like: and waiting only, a fit time and 
place for the moving and winning her huſ- 
band thereunto, of both which the will 
make ſuch choice, that when ſhe ſpeaks ſhe * 
will be ſure to ſpeed ; obſerving her oppor- 
tunity when ſhe might take her huſband at 
the moſt advantage, which is commonly in 
the garden of love, the ſtate of marriage 
delights, and the life wherein the weaker 
ſex hath ever the better. When therefore 

this luſty gallant would fulfil his deſire, for 
IS Which 


1 


12 De Fifteen Comforts 
which cauſe he chiefly ran wilfully into the 
perils of lobs- pound, then ſqueamiſhly ſhe 
begins thus, ſaying, I pray ye, huſband, 
let me alone, trouble me not, for I am not 
well at eaſe: which he hearing, preſently 
makes this reply, - | 
Why, my ſweet heart, what ailes you, 
are you not well? I pray thee, wife, tell 
me, where lies thy grief? Or what is the 
cauſe of your diſcontent ? Whereupon the 
vile woman, fetching a deep ſigh, makes 
this anſwer: O huſband, God help me, I 
have cauſe enough to grieve, and if you 
| knew all, you would fay fo : but alas, it is 
in vain to tell you any thing, ſeeing that 
whatſoever I fay, 2 take but little notice 
of it; and therefore it is beft fof me to 
bury my forrows in ſilence, being out of 
hope to have any help at your hands. Bleſs 7 
me, wife, faith he, why uſe you theſe 7 
2 words ? Is my unkindneſs ſuch, that I may 7 
not know your grief: tell me I ſay, what is 
the matter? In truth, huſband, it were to 
no purpoſe, for I know your cuſtom well 
enough : as for,my words they are but waſte 
wind in your ears, for how great ſoever my 
go; is, I am aſſured you will but make 
light of it; and think that I ſpeak it for 
* © ſome other purpoſe. _ ; El) 
Piithy wife, faid her huſband, tell it me, 
ſor I will know it. Well, huſband, if you | 
will needs, you ſhall. You know, that on 
Thuſday laſt I was ſent for, and you will- 
« me to 20 to Miles M's churching, | 
3 an 
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and when I came thither, I found great 


cheer, and no ſmall company of wives, but 
the meaneſt of them all was not ſo ill attir- 
ed as I; and, ſurely, I was never fo aſham- 
ed of myſelf in my life: yet I ſpeak it not 
to praiſe myſelf, but it is well known, and 
I dare boldly ſay, that the beſt women there 
came of no better ſtock than I. But alas! 
I ſpeak not this for myſelf, for God knows, 
I matter. not how meanly I am apparelled, © 
but I ſpeak it for your credit, and my friends. 

Why, wife, ſaid he, of what calling and 
degree were thoſe you ſpeak of? Truly; 
good huſband, ſaid: ſhe, the meaneſt that 
was there, being but of my degree, was in 
her looſe gown, with hanging ſleeves, her 
French roſes, her ſilk grograine, kirtle, her 
bever hat with a gold band, and theſe, with 
the reſt of her attire, made of the neweſt 
faſhion which is known the beſt: Whereas 


I poor wretch had on my thredbare gown, 


which was made me ſo long ago, againſt I 
was married, beſides that it is now too 
ſhort for me; for it is, I remember, fince 
it was made about three years ago, ſince 


- which time I am grown very much, and fo 
changed with cares and griefs, that I look 
far older then I am: truſt me, I was ſo 


aſhamed, being amongſt my neighbours, _ 
that I had not the heart to look up; but 
that which grieved me moſt, was when 
Miſtreſs Lucy B—, and Miſtreſs T—=, 


ſaid openly, that it was a ſhame both for 
you and me, that J had no better apparel. 


Tuſh, 


i The Fifteen Comforts 


worſe for their words, we have enough te 


apparel: you know, wife, when me met 

ether, we had no great ſtore of houſ- 
hold-ſtuff, but were fain to buy it after- 
ward by ſome and ſome, as God ſent mo- 
ney, and yet you ſee we want many things 
that are neceſſary to be had: beſides the 
quarter-day is near, and my landlord, you 
know, will not forbear his rent: moreover, 
you ſee how much it coſts me in law, a- 
bout the recovering of the tenement which 
T ſhould have by you : God ſend me to get 


gain of it, for it hath already coſt me as 
much as it is worth. At theſe words his 
' wife's choler began to riſe, whereupon ſhe 
makes him this anfwer : goodly, goodly, 
faith ſhe, when you have nothing elſe to 
Hit me in the-teeth withal, ye twit me with 
the tenement ; but it is my fortune. Why 
bow now wife, faith her husband, are you 
now angry for nothing ? nay, I am not an- 
gry, I muſt be content with that which 
8³⁴ hath ordained for me; but the time 
was when I might have been better adviſ- 
ed, there are ſome yet living that would 


whom you know well enough to be proper 
young men, therewithal wiſe and wealthy: 
2 I verily ſuppoſe I was bewitcht to match 
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purchaſed 


Tuſh, wife, quoth the good man, let them 
ſay what they liſt, we are never a whit the 


do with our money, tho' we ſpend it not in 
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it quickly or elſe I ſhall have but a bad bar- 


have been glad to have me in my ſmock, 


with a man that loves me not; though I - 
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means to make myſelf away: - herewithal 
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of MATRIMONY. 15 
purchaſed the ill will of all my relations for 
bis ſake. This is all the good that I have 
gotten thereby: I may truly ſay I am the 
moſt unhappy woman in the world: do you 
think that Law. Tom: and N. MA. (who 
were both ſuitors to me) do keep their 


wives ſo ? no faith, for I know the worſt 


cloaths they caſt off, are better than my 
very beſt which I wear on the chiefeſt days 
in the year. I know not what the cauſe is 
that ſo many good women dje, but I would 
to God that I were dead too, that I might 
trouble you no- more, ſeeing I am ſuch an 
eye- ſore unto you. Now by my faith, wife, 
faith he, you fay not well, there is nothing 
that I think too good for you, if my ability 
can compals it. But you know our eſtate, 
we muſt do as we may, and not as we 
would, yet be of good cheer, and I will 
ſtrain myſelf to pleaſe you in this or any 
other thing. . ; 15 
Nay, I have no mind on ſuch matters, 
and if you had np more defire thereto than 
I, I promiſe you, you would never touch 
me. No wife, ſaid he, hoping ſo with a 
jeſt to make her merry, by my honeſty I 
fwear, I verily think that if I were dead, 
you would not be long without another 
1 No marvel ſure, faith ſhe, I lead 
fuch a good life with you now, by my 
chriſtian foul I ſwear, there ſhould never a 
man kiſs my lips again. And if I thought 
7 ſhould live long with you, I would uſe 


ſhe 


16 The Fifteen | Comforts : 


ſhe put finger in the eye, making ſhew as 
though ſhe wept. Thus plays ſhe with the 
” filly fot her huſband (meaning nothing leſs 

than todo as ſhe ſays) while he, poor fool, is 
in mind both well and ill at once; he thinks 
{himſelf well becauſe he imagines her to be 
of a cold conſtitution, and therefore ex- 


ceeding chaſte ; he thinks himſelf ill, to ſee 


her feigned tears, for that he verily ſuppoſes 
ſhe loves him, which doth not a little grieve 
him, being ſo kind and tender hearted. 
Therefore he uſeth all means poſſible to 
make her quiet, never will he give over, 
while he hath effected it. But ſhe proſecu- 
ting her former purpoſe which ſhe hath al- 


ready ſet in fo fair a forwardneſs, makes as 


though ſhe were nothing moved with his 
3 perſuaſions: therefore to croſs him 

e gets up betimes in the morning, ſooner 
a 


great deal than ſhe was wont, powting 


and lowring all the day, and not giving 
him one good word. But when night 


comes, and they again both in bed, laying. 


| herſelf ſullenly down, and continuing till 
ſilent, the good man hearkens whether ſhe 


Meeps or no, feels if ſhe be well covered or 
not, he ſoftly plucks up the cloaths upon 


her, lapping her warm, being double dili- 
gent to pleaſe her, ſhe lying all this while 
winking, noting his kindneſs and carefulneſs 
towards her, ſeems on a ſudden to awake 


from a found fleep, grunting and nuſling | 
under the ſheets, giving him occaſion there! 
by thus to begin : How now, ſweet hearts-\ K 


what 


1 


— 


r e 20 . ˙ô wo . i aca Ä—ůùͤuũal g %é——lt!tr., . ad ˙¹¾ TT 


of MATRIMONY. 17 
what are you aſleep ? aſleep, ſays ſhe; faith, 
fir no; a troubled mind can never take good 
reſt, Why, woman are you not quiet yet? 
no doubt, ſaith ſhe, you care much whe-+ 
ther I be or no, In truth wife, and ſo 1 
do: and ſince yeſternight I have bethought 
me (having well conſidered your words) 
that it is very meet and requiſite, that you 


ſhould be better furniſhed with apparel than _ - 


heretofore you have been, for indeed J muſt 
confeſs thy cloaths are too ſimple; and there- 
fore I mean againſt my couſin M's wedding, 
which you know will be ſhortly, that you 
ſhall have a. new gown made in the beſt _ 
faſhion, with all things ſuitable thereunto, 
in ſuch ſort that the beſt woman in the pa- 
riſh ſhall not paſs you. Nay, quoth ſhe, 
God willing, I mean to go to no weddings 
this twelve month, for the goodly credit 1 
got by the laſt, By my faith, faith he, but 
you ſhall, what? you muſt not be ſo head- 
ſtrong and ſelf-willed, I tell you, if I fay 
the word, you ſhall go and you ſhall want 
nothing that you aſk or require. That I 
aſk ?. alas, huſband, quoth ſhe, I aſk no- 
thing, neither did I ſpeak this for my deſire 
that I have to go brave,. truſt me, for my 
own part I care not if I never ſtir abroad, ſave 
only to church; but what 2 ſaid was upon 
the ſpeeches which were there uſed, and 
ſuch other like words my Mrs. N told me that 


3 > had alſo heard in company where ſhe 


was. With theſe words the good kind fool 
her huſband is nettled, for on the one fide be 
8 | MY 5 conſiders 


F 38 The Fifteen Comforts 

' conſiders his ſundry other, occaſions to uſt 
money, and his ſmall ſtore thereof, which 
is perhaps ſo ſlender, that his ſingle purſe 
cannot extempore change a guinea ; and fo 
ill furniſhed of houſhold ſtuff, that perhaps 
the third part is not a ſufficient pawn for ſo 
much money as this new ſuit of his wife's 
will ftand him'in. But on the other fide he 
weighs her diſcontent, the report of neigh- 
bours ſpeeches, and laſtly, what a good 
wife he hath of her, how chaſte, how loy- 


a jewel: in this thought he refolves that all 


brains afreſh on work to conſider how beft 
he may compals it: and in this humour he 
ſpends the whole night without fleep, in 
continual thought. And it comes to paſs 
that the wife perceiving to what a point ſhe 


ſently to the drapers, of whom he takes up 


Af $$ my by 


ing, how religious, whereof the kind aſs 1 
hath ſuch an opinion, that he thanks God * 
with all his heart, for bleſſing him with fuch 7 


other things ſet aſide, he muſt and will 4 
content her. And herewithall he fets his 


bath brought her purpoſe, doth not a little * 
rejoice, and ſmile in her fleeve to fee it. 
The next morning by the break of day the 
poor man gets up, who for care and thought 
could take no reſt all right, and goes pre- 


cloath for three months time, paying for it 
after an exceſſive rate, by reaſon of their 
forbearance, and in like manner makes pro- 
viſion for the reſt: or perhaps becauſe he 
would buy it at a better rate, he pawns, 
tor ready money, the leaſe of his houſe, or 
5 285 | ſome i 
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ſome fair piece of plate, which his grand- 
father bought, and his father charily keep- 
ing, left for him, which now he is enforced 


co part with, to furniſh thereby his wife's 


pride; and having thus diſpatched his buſi- 
neſs, he returns home with a merry heart, 
and ſhews his wife what he hath done: 
who being now ſure of all, begins to curſe 
the firſt inventors of pride, and exceſs in 
apparel : faying, fie upon it, what pride is 
this ? but I pray you, huſband, do not fay 


XZ hereafter that I made you lay out your mo- 


; © ney in this needleſs ſort, for I proteſt that 
I have no delight nor defire to go thus taw- 
== drily: if I have to cover my body and 
keep me warm, it contents me. The good 
man hearing his wife ſay ſo, doth even weep 

for joy, thinking all her words goſpel, and 
therefore preſently he ſets the taylor at 


work, ordering him to diſpatch it out of 
= hand, that his wife may be brave ſo ſoon as 


b E may be. She having thus obtained her 
3X purpoſe, doth inwardly triumph for very 


| - joy, howſoever outwardly ſhe doth diſſem- 


ble, and whereas before ſhe vaunted, that . 
ſhe could find in her heart to keep always 


within doors, ſhe will be ſure now ev 


good day to go abroad, at each feaſt and 
goſhps meeting to be a continual gueſt, that 
all may fee her bravery, and how well ſhe 
doth become it; for which cauſe ſhe alſo 
comes every ſunday conſtantly to the church, 
that there ſhe may ſee and be ſeen, which 
her huſband thinks ſhe doth of meer devo- 

SIC tion; 
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tion; but in the mean while time runs on, 
and the day comes wherein the poor man 
muſt pay his creditors, which being unable 
to do, he is at length arreſted, and after 
due proceeding in law, he hath an execu- 
tion ferved on him, or his pawn is forfeited, 
and by either or both he is almoſt utterly 
| - undone. Then muſt his fine wife of force 
well her peacock's plumes, and fall again to 
her old bias, keeping her houſe againſt her 
will, becauſe ſhe could not be furniſh'd . 
With gay attire according to her mind. But 
: God knoweth in what miſery the filly man 
| doth live, being daily vexed with her brawl- 
ing and ſcolding, exclaiming againſt him, 
that all the houſe doth ring thereof; and 
in this ſort ſhe begins her brawl: now curſed 
de the day that ever I faw thy face, and a 
ſhmame take them that brought me firſt ac- u 
. quainted with thee: I would to God I had w 
| 
| 
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either died in my cradle, or gone to my re 
| 1 2 when I went to be married with thee. te 
Was ever woman of my degree and birth ki 
brought to this beggary? or any of my Bh. 
bringing up kept thus baſely and brought ſe 
to this ſhame ? I which little knew what of 
labour meant, muſt now toil and tend the hi 
houſe as a drudge, having never a coat to 
my back, or ſcarce a handſome hoſe to my 
legs, and yet all little enough. Whereas I T. 
know I might have had twenty good marri- ; 
ages, in the meaneſt of which I ſhould have 5 
ved at eaſe and pleaſure, without being 
put to any pain, or ſuffering any penury. th 
3 8 Wretch | 


„ 
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Wretch that I am, why do I live? now 
would to God'I were in my grave already, 
for I am weary of the world, weary of m 
life, and weary- of all, Thus doth ſhe 
daily complain, and lay all the Fault of 
ker on him which leaſt deſerved it, not re- 
membering her own pride in coveting things 
above their eſtate or ability, her miſgovern- 
ment, and daily gadding with her goſſips 
to banquets a? weddings, when ſlie Houta 
have Id to her houſe, and follow'd her 
own buſineſs at home; and his folly is alſo 
ſuch, that being blinded with dotage, thro“ 
too much loving her, cannot perceive that 
ſhe' is the cauſe of all this evil, of all the 
cares, griefs and thoughts which perp'ex 
and torture him, and 2 on nothing cuts him 
ſo much as this, to fee her ſo fretful and 
unquiet, whom if he can any time ſome- 
what paciſy, then is his heart ſomewhat at 
re. Thus doth the filly wretch toſs and 
turmoil himſelf in lobs- pound, wrapt in a 
kind of pleaſing woe, out of the which he 

hath neither power nor will to wind him- 
ſelf: but therein doth conſume the remnant 


of his languiſhing life, and miſerably end 
= days. 


3 


The Second Comfort of Wersen v. 


HE nature of a woman is inclined to 
another kind of humour, which is 
this, when the wife ſeeing herſelf brave | 

e 


* 
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apparelled, and that ſhe is therewith fair and 
comely, or if ſhe be not, yet thinking her- 
{elf ſo, as women are naturally given ta 
ſooth themſelves, ſhe doth, as I faid be- 
fore, haunt after feafts and ſolemn meet- 
ings, wherewith. her husband perhaps is not 


very well pleaſed : which ſhe perceiving, 
the more to blind his eyes, ſhe takes with _ 


her ſome kinſwoman, or poſſibly ſome luſty 
gallant, of whom ſhe claims kindred, tho” 
in very deed there be no ſuch matter, but 


only a ſmooth colour to deceiye her hus- 


band: and perchance to; induce him the 
ſooner to believe , her mother, who is 
privy to the match, will not ſtick to ſay 


and ſwear it is ſo: yet ſometimes the hus- 


band, to prevent his wife's gadding, will 
feign ſome lett, as want of horſes, or other 
like hinderances ; then preſently the goſſip 
or kinſwoman, of whom I ſpoke beſore, 
will thus ſolemnly aſſault him. 3 

Believe me, couſin, I have as little plea- 
ſure as wha hath leaſt in going abroad, for 
J have not had ſo much buſineſs to do theſe 


twelve months as I have at this inſtant; yet 


ſhould I not go to this wedding, being ſo 
kindly bidden 

would take it in very ill part. Yea and [ 
may ſay to you ſo would our neighbours, 
and others our friends which will be there, 


who would verily imagine, we keep away 
for ſome other cauſe; and were it not for 


this, I proteſt I would not ſtir out of doors, 


neither would my couſin, your wife, have 


any 


: 


I kaow the young bride- 
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any deſire to go thither : thus much I can _ 


truly witneſs, that I never knew any wo- 
man take leſs delight in ſuch things than, 
your wife; or who being abroad, will make 
more haſte to be at home again. 

The filly man her huſband, being van- 
quiſhed by theſe words, and no longer able 
to deny their requeſt, demands only what 
other women do appoint to go, and who- 
ſhall man them? Marry, Sir, ſaith ſhe, 
that ſhall my couſin H. And beſides your 
wife and I, there goes my kinſwoman 7. 
and her mother Mrs. H. and her aunt; my 
uncle T. and his brother, to be met with 
both their wives, Mrs. C. my next neigh-. 
bour; and to conclude, all the women of 
account in this. ſtreet; I dare boldly ſay, 
that honeſter company there cannot be, 
though it were to convoy a king's daughter. 

Now it often chanced that this ſmoo*1- 
tongu'd oratreſs who pleads thus queintly 
with the good man's .art, muſt have for 
her pains a gown, cloth, a jewel, or ſome: 
other recompence, if ſhe prevail with the 

ood man, and cunningly play her part. 
He after ſome pauſe, perhaps, will reply in 
this ſort; couſin, I confeſs it is very good 
company, but my wife hath now great bu- 
ſineſs at home, and beſides ſhe uſeth to go 
very much abroad, yet for this time I am 
content ſhe ſhall go. But I pray you dame, 
faith he, be at home betimes. His wife 
ſeeing that her couſin had gotten leave, 
makes as if ſhe cares not for going out, 
1 aaying, 
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ſaying, by my faith man I have ſomething - 
elſe to do than to go to a wedding at this t 
preſent ; what? we have a great -houſhold, \ 
and rude ſervants, God knows, whoſe idle-/ [ 
neſs is ſuch,” that they will not do any ; 
thing if a body's. back be turn'd ; for it is I 
an old proverb, ben the' cat is away, the { 
| . - mouſe, will play. And therefore couſin be c 
| Content, we muſt not be altogether careleſs, ' } 
[ 1 
| a 
þ 
7 
ſi 


nor ſet ſo much by our pleaſure to neglect 
our profit: and therefore hold me excuſed, 
for L cannot now be ſpared, nor I will not 

| go, that is flat. Nay, good couſin, ſaith 
the other, ſeeing your husband hath given 

0 you leave, let us have your company this 
[if once, and if it be but for my ſake, ſuch a v 
chance as this comes not every day; with A 
that the good man, taking the old Gib a- {] 
ſide, whiſpers her thus in the ear; were a 
it not goſſip, for the confidence I repoſe in a 
you, I proteſt ſhe ſhould not ſtir out of p 
© 

h 

a 

h 


doors at this time. Now as I am an haneſt 
woman, ſaith ſhe, and. of my credit, couſin, 
you ſhall not need to doubt any thing. 
Thus to \horſe they get, and away they 
Spur with a merry gallop, laughing to them- tl 
; ſelves, mocking and flouting the filly man h 
for his ſimplicity; the one ſaying to the o- fe 
„ ther, that he had a ſhrewd jealous brain, p 
| + but it ſhould avail him nothing. Puſh, 12 
IJ ſaid the young woman, it is an old ſaying, w 
Hie had need have a long ſpoon that will eat I 
* with the devil, and ſhe of a good toit that © ia 
would prevent the fury of a jealous fool. A fo 
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with this and the like talk, they paſs the 
time till they come to the place appointed, 


where they meet with luſty gallants, who, 


perad venture, had at the former feaſt made 
a match, and were come thither on that 
purpoſe to ſtrike up the bargain. But how- 
ſoever it is, this buxom laſs lacks no good 
cheer, nor any kindneſs which they can ſhew 
her, | 0 

Imagine now how forward ſhe will be to 
ſhew her beſt ſkill in dancing and ſinging, 
and how lightly ſhe will afterward eſteem 
her huſband, being thus courted and com- 
mended by a crew of luſty gallants, Who 
ſeeing her ſo bravely attired, and graced 
with fo ſweet and ſmooth a tongue, ſo ſharp 
a wit, ſo amiable a countenance, will each 
{trive to exceed other, in ſerving, loving, 


and pleaſing her: for the gallant carriage, 0 


and wanton demeanour of ſo beautiful a 
piece, cannot chuſe but incourage a meer 
coward, and heat, if not inflame, a frozen 
heart ;, one aſſays her with ſugered terms, 
and ſome pleaſant diſcourſe, painting forth 
his affection with lover's eloquence : ano- 
ther gives her a privy token, by ſtraining 

her ſoft hand, or treading upon her pretty 
foot : another eyes her with a piercing and: 
pitiful look, making his countenance his 
tancy's herald: and perhaps the third, 
which is moſt likely to ſpeed, beſtows upon 
her a gold ring, a diamond, a ruby, or 


ſome ſuch like coſtly toy: by all which' a- 


tons aid tokens, ſhe may well conceive their 
n | B mean-. 


on 
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meanings, if ſhe have any conceit at all ;)- 
and ſometimes it ſo falls out, that they fall 
in where they ſhould not: and ſhe ſtepping 
ſomewhat aſide, doth ſo ſhrewdly ſtrain her 
honeſty, that hardly or never the grief can 
be-cured. But to proceed, this over-gor- 


geous wantoning of his wife, brings the 
poor man behind hand, and doth withal 


/- , cauſe a great inconvenience ; for in the end, 


one means or other, either through her 
too much boldneſs, or her lover's want of 
warineſs, the matter at length comes to 
light, whereof ſome friend or kinſman gives 
him notice.” - | 5 
He being tickled by this bad report, there- 
upon ſearching further, finds it true, or ga- 
thers more likelihood. of ſuſpicion, and that 
- preſently infects his thoughts with jealouſy, 
into which mad tormenting humour, no 
_ wile man will ever fall; for it is an evil 
both extream and endleſs, eſpecially if it be 
Hy conceived upon the _ wife's known 
tewdneſs, for then there is no hope of cur- 
ing. She, on the other fide, ſeeing this, 


and receiving for her looſe life many bitter 


- ſpeeches, doth cloſely keep on her old 
courſe, but now more for ſpight than plea- 
ſure, for it is vain to think ſhe will reclaim 


5 herſelf. And if he, hoping by conſtraint 


to make her honeſt, fall to beating her, 


though he uſe never ſo much ſeverity, he 


Mall but kindle ſo much more the fire of 
that lewd love, which ſhe bears unt o- 
thers: hereon follows a heap of miſchſeßßz z 


1 


of MATRIMONY, 27 


he grows careleſs of his buſineſs, letting, all 
things run to ruin: ſhe on the other ſide be- 
comes ſhameleſs, converting into deadly 
hate the love that ſhe ſhould bear him. 
Judge now what a purgatory of perplexities 
the poor man doth live in; and yet for all 
this ho is fo beſotted, that he ſeems to take 
Avon pleaſure in his pains, and to be far in 

ve with lobs pound, that were he not al- 
ready in, . yet he would make all the haſte 
poſſible* to be poſſeſſed of the place, there 
to conſume the remainder of his life, and 
miſerably end his days. 


The Third Comfort of MAT? IMONY. 


IF Here is another humour incident to a 

woman, when her huſband ſees ber 
belly grow big, though peradventure by 
the help of ſome other friend, yet he per- 
ſuades himſelf it is a work af his own frain- 
ing; and this breeds new cares and trog- 
bles, for then muſt he trot up and down 
day and night, far and near, to get that 
with great coſt his wife longs for; if ſhe 
let fall but a pin, he is diligent to pick it 
up, leaſt ſhe by ſtooping ſhould hurt her- 
ſelf; ſhe on the other fide is ſo hard to 
pleaſe, that it is a great hap when he fits 
her humour, in bringing home that which 
Me likes, tho' he ſpare no pains nor coſt to 
getſſic ; and oftentimes through eaſe and 
1 the * ſo as {tomacht 7h 
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' ſhe can brook no common meats, but long 


for ftrange and rare things, which whether 
they be to be had or no, yet ſhe muſt have 
them, there is no remedy : ſhe muſt have 


cherries, though for a. pound he pay ten 
ſhillings, or green peſcods at four nobles a 


peck.: yea he muſt take a horſe and ride 


inte the country, to get her green codlings, 
when they are ſcarce as big as a Scotch 
button. In this trouble and vexation 
of mind and body lives the ſilly man for ſix 
or ſeven months, all which time his wife 
doth nothing but complain, and he poor 
ſoul takes all the care, riſing early, going 
late to bed, and to be ſhort, is fain to play 
both the huſband and the houſewife; but 
when the time draws near of her lying 
down, then muſt he trudge to get goſſips, 
ſuch as ſhe will appoint, or elſe all the fat's 
in the fire. Conſider then what coſt and 
trouble it will be to him to have all things 


fine againſt the chriſtning day, what 


ſtore of ſugar, biſcuits, comfits and carra- 
ways, marmalet and marchpane, with all 


kind of ſweet ſuckets, and ſuperfluous ban- 


queting ſtuff, with a hundred odd and need- 


leſs trifles, which at that time muſt fill the : 


pockets of dainty dames: beſides the charge 
of the midwife, ſhe muſt have her nurſe to 


attend and keep her, who muſt make for 
ber warm broths, and coſtly caudles enough, 
both for herſelf and her miſtreſs ; being of 

the mind to fare. no worſe than ſhe. If her 
miſtreſs, be fed with partridge, *.plaver, / 
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wood&cks, quails, or any ſuch like, the 
nurſe muſt go partner with her in all theſe 
dainties; neither yet will that ſuffice, but 
during the whole month ſhe privily pilfers 
away the ſugar, the nutmegs and ginger, 
with all other ſpices that come under her 
keeping,. putting the poor man to ſuch ex- 
pence, that in a whole year he can fcarcely 
recover that one month's charges, Then 
every day after her lying down, will fundry 
dames viſtt her, which 'are her neighbours, 
| her kinſwomen, and other of her ſpgcial 
acquaintance, whom the good man mult 
Welcome with all cheerfulneſs, and be fure. 
there be ſome dainties in ftore to ſet before 
them; where they about ſome three or 
four hours, or poſſibly half a day, will fit 
Chatting. with the childwite, and by that 
time the cups. of wine have merrily trolf'd. 
about, and half a dozen times moiſtned 
their lips with the ſweet juice of purple 
grape; they begin thus one with another to 
diſcourſe: Good Lord neighbour, I mar- 
vel how our neighbou? #rees doth, I bare 
not ſeen the good foul this many a day - 
Oh God help her, quoth another, for ſhe 
hath her hands full of work, and her heart 
full of heavineſs : while ſhe drudges all the 
week at home, her huſband like an un- 
thrift never leaves running abroad to the 
tennis court and dicing houſes, ſpending all 
that ever he hath in ſuch lewd ſport; yea, 
and if that were the worſt, it is well, but 
hear you, neighbour, there is another mar- 
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ter ſpoils all, he cares no more for his wife 


who would think he were ſuch a man, he 
behaves himſelf fo orderly and civilly to all 
mens ſights: tuſh, hold your peace, miſ- 
treſs, faith the other, it is commonly ſeen, 
the ſtill ſow eats up all the draff, he carries a 
fair countenance, but a corrupt conſcience : 
though I know F—. well enough, I will 


I drink to you. Yea and, faith another, 
there goes foul lies if G— himſelf loves 
not his maid N—, I can tell you their 


wheat that ſpeak it. Then the third fetches 


other bold baggage have I at home, for ne: 
ver give me credit woman, if I took her 
not the other day in cloſe conference with 
her maſter ; but I think I beſwadled my 
maid in ſuch ſort, that ſhe will have {mall 
liſt to do ſo again. Nay, neighbour, ſaith 
. atother, had it been to me, that ſhould 
not have ſerved her turn, but I would have 
turned the quean out of doort to pick a ſal- 
lad, for know you not, neighbour, it is ill 
ſetting. fire and flax together : but I pray 

ou tell me one thing, when ſaw you our 
triend miſtreſs C—, who in good faith is a 
kind creature, and a very gentlewoman, I 
promiſe you I ſaw her not ſince you and I 


market. O neighbour, ſaith another, 


than for a dog, but keeps queans even un- 
der her noſe. Bleſs me!] ſaith another, 


mouths will not be ſtopp'd with a buſnel of 


, a great ſigh, ſaying, by my troth ſuch an- 


drank a pint of wine with her in the -fiſh- 


there 


not ſay he loves miſtreſs G. ſo, madam, 


/ 
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there is a great change ſince that time, for 
they have been forced to pawn all that 
ever they have, and yet, God knows, her 
huſband lies in priſon. O!] the paſſion of 
my heart, faith another, is all their ou 
glorious ſhew come to nothing ? good Lord 
what a world is this, why neighbour, ſaith 
another, it was never like to be otherwiſe, 
for they ever loved to go fine and fare dain- 
tily, and by my faith neighbour this is not 
a world for thoſe matters, and thereupon 1 
drink to you. This is commonly their 
communication, where they find cheer ac- 
cording to their ehoice ; but if it happen 
contrary, that they find not things in ſuch 
plenty and good order as they would with, 
then one or other: of them will talk to this. 
effect: truſt me, neighbour, I marvel much 
and fo do all our; other friends, that your 
tuſband is not aſhamed to make ſo ſmall 
account of you, and this your ſweet child; 
if he be fuch a niggard at the firſtg what 
will he be by that time he hath five or 

ſix? it doth well appear he bears little love 

to you, Whereas your vouchſafing to 
match with him, hath done him more 
credit than ever had any of his kindred. 
Before God, ſaith another, I had rather 


ſee my huſband's eyes out than he ſhould 


ſerve me ſo: therefore if you be wiſe uſe 


him not to it; neither in this fort let him - 


tread you under foot. I tell you it is a 
foul ſhame for him, and you may be well 
aſſured fince he begins thus that hereafter 


B 4. . 
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he will uſe you in the ſame order, if not v 
worſe, In good faith, faith the third, it {: 
ſeems very ſtrange to me that a wiſe wo- ** 
man, . de of ſuch parentage as you are, b 
who as all men know, is by blood far bet- f 
ter, can endure to be thus uſed by a baſe fe 
companion. Blame us not to ſpeak, good I h 
neighbour, for I proteſt the wrong that he 1 
doth you doth likewiſe touch us, and all o- hi 
ther good women that are in your caſe. 1 

This child-wife hearing all this, begins b. 
to weep, ſaying, alas, neighbour, I know * 
not what to do or how to pleaſe him, he is d. 
ſo froward and peeviſh a man, and beſides tt 

he thinks all too much that is ſpent: neigh- . b. 
bour he is, ſaith one, a bad and a naughty m 


man, and ſo it is well ſeen by your uſage. h: 
All my friends here can tell, that when I < 
married to my huſtand, every one ſaid that | 


he was ſo haſty and hard to pleaſe that he 
would, kill me with grief, and indeed I may v 
.fay to you, I found him crabbed enough, fl y 
for he began to take upon him | mightily, ſy 
and thought to have wrought, wonders, yet tt 
I have uſed ſuch means that I have tamed In 
my young maſter, and have at this preſent 
brought him to that paſs, I dare ſwear he < 
had father loſe one of his joints than wran- p 
gie with me; I will not deny but once or Ih. 
twice he beat me ſhrewdly, wa:ch I, God ky 
knows, being young and tender, took in p; 
grievous part, but what he got by it let my a 
neighbour T—. report, who is yet a woman ee 
living, and can tell the whole ſtory: to Miz 
* | | whom 


1 
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whom my good man within a while after 
faid, that I was paſt remedy, and that he 
might ſooner kill me, than do any good by 
beating me, and by theſe ten bones ſo he 
ſhall, but in the end I brought the matter 
ſo about, that I got the bridle into my on 
hands, ſo that I may now ſay I do what 
T lift ; for be it right or wrong, if J ſay it 
he will not gain-fay it; for by this gold on 
my finger, let-him' do what he can I will 
be ſure to have the laſt word; fo that in 
very deed, if that women be made un- 
derlings by their | huſbands, the fault is 
their own : for there is not any man alive, 
be he never ſo churliſh, but his wife may 
make him quiet and gentle enough, if the 
have any wit. And therefore your good 
man ſerves you but well enough, ſince you 
will take it ſo. 985 * F 
Believe me, neighbour, faith another, 
were J in your caſe, I would give him ſuch 
welcome at his coming home, and ring 
ſach a peal of bad words in his ears, 
that he ſhould, have ſmall joy to ſtay the 
hearing. * n | 
Thus theſe goſſiping baggages, having 
cloy'd themſelves with good wine, and 
plentiful cheer, abuſe the poor man for 
his pains, and by their advice ſet the huſ- 
band and wife at variance, the curſe of 
parting man and potables ; away they go, 
and leave the woman to play her part ac- 
cording to their goodly inſtructions. . At 
length home the huſband returns, having 
1 BF 5 uader= 
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undergone- the drudgery; of the day with 
care and pains, and no ſooner enters his 
own doors, but enquires how his wife does, 
the nurſe, like an inſtructed diſſembling 
flut, makes anſwer, that ſhe is in a very 
weak condition, and this bout had like to 
have coſt her life; I have tended ſeveral in 


my time, but your wife is the weakeſt wo- 


man I ever look'd to in all my life; thus 
they teaze him with his wife; into the 
chamber he goes, and the firſt ſalutation is, 
how is't, my dear, truly, love, very lick, 
and weak; I am very ſorry for it, and fear 
you faſt too much: I cannot eat, my appe- 
tite is pall'd and gone: well, I will order 
you ſome jelly-broths and caudle to com- 


fort you ; which he does accordingly, and 
ſends them to her. Thus tir'd with run- 


ning about all day long, he calls for ſome 
refreſhment, which is brought him, being 
only the reverſions of the fervants, which 


he is content with, whilſt his wife is che- 
riſhed with coſtly and comfortable draught, 
he only fwells his empty maw with flatu- 


lent and four fixes, and to .bed he packs 
with his head full of care and ſleep; | 
in the morning up he gets by the break 
of day, viſits his wife, and aſks her how 


ſhe reſted; alas, ſaith ſhe, I have not fo 


much as cloſed my eyes, or have had one 
wink of fleep all this night, though ſhe 
reſted as well and ſlept as ſoundly, as if ſhe 


bad taken a doſe of opium. My heart, 
faith he, the goſſips will be here to-day, 


you 


GG O11] &r W Sw wuY w Wow 


ins 


— 


i 


of MaTrIMony. 35 
you muſt make much of them, and ſhould 
think of riſing to entertain them; for you 


have kept your bed above a fortnight; love, 


we muſt be as ſaving as we can, charges 
are great, and I have much ado to keep 
both ends together. Think of riſing, ſays 


the wife, a curſe on the hour I was born 


O that I had died in labour, and then there 
had been an end of me ! Is it come to this 
indeed, muſt I riſe already, and am not 
able to ſtand upon my legs? do you long 
to ſee me trudging about the houſe before 
J am able to creep? You are a very kind 
man, a moſt loving huſband indeed; I find 
now you with me dead, ſo do I too, Well, 
well, I am content to riſe to-morrow, come 
on't what will; I do very well foreſee, what 
I muſt undergo for the time to come ; what 
would you do if I had ten or tweive chil- 
dren, which God forbid, and if it be his 


will I hope this is the laſt ? but God's Will 


be done. As for goſſips coming to ſee me, 
J had rather they would ſtay at home, and 
ſo they would if they knew how little their. 
viſits pleaſe me; nor would you yourſelf, 
if you had any reſpect for me, promote 
their coming, when here were twenty diſ- 
creet women at leaſt who came to ſee me 
with a great deal of kindneſs and reſpec, 
and the cheer you provided for them 1 
would be aſhamed to ſet before their fer- 
vants ; this is truth, Sir, I ſaw it with my 
own eyes, overwhelm'd with tears, to ſee 


that they ſhould in a flighting, ſcoffing way 
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take notice of it. Well, my dear, you are 
"ſoon moved I find to paſſion, though I give 
you no occaſion ; but ſatisfy yourielf, that 
henceforth I ſhall be content that you 
leaſe yourſelf, and riſe when you think it 
convenient. Do what you pleaſe, Sir, on- 
ly T beg of you to talk to me no longer, for 
Jam very full of pain, and would deſire 
you to ſend to our neighbours not to come, 
Pecs 1 am ſo much indiſpoſed: love, 
Jays be, they ſhall, come, and be well- 
treated too; for God's ſake let me alone, 
and do what you will. Then one of the 
nurſes attacks him with her deceitful 
tongue; pray, Sir, do not force my miſtreſs 
to ſpeak, it is very dangerous, for ſhe is a 
very weak woman, and if the wind gets 
into her head, it will do her an irreparable 
injury (O brave doctreſſes) then ſhe draws 
the curtains, and the wife and huſband are 
not yet reconciled ; howſoever ſhe expects 
the goſſips, who will act their parts ſo ef- 
fectually, and give him ſuch flouts and jeers, 
which will ſo tame him that he may be 
by the. noſe, ever af- 
ter. However, away. he goes and makes 
proviſion for them in a more plentiful man- 
ner, by reaſon of the reproof he received 
from his wife. The gentlewomen at the 
time appointed appear, he welcomes them 
all, and conducts them to his wife's cham- 
ber, where they and the ſick woman. eat 
and drink heartily, to a more than becom- 


maſter 
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maſter of the houſe, till they have quite gifs” 
pirited him, and made a meer mamma 
mouchey ; ſo that now he is content to do 
any thing for a quiet lite, dandle the brat - 
in his arms, dry the piſt clouts on his 
horns, for fear the nurſe curſe him, or elſe 
his wife, having got the better end of the 
ſtaff, tells him plainly, he ſhall never more 
enter her premiſes. This comfortable life 
he muſt lead; his wife muſt be maintained | 
at a high rate, and have her will in all 
things; he muſt live meanly and penuri- 
ouſly, having his will in nothing; and 
thus he is caught in the net, wherg he 
ſtruggles to no purpoſe, for there he muſt 
live in ſpight of fate, eee and die 
c 


The Fourth Conſort of Marry lady v. 
5 W HEN a man has been ſo i injurious to. 
chimſelf as to abandon a ſingle life, 
and run headlong upon marriage, without 
any reaſon or ſenſe; and having lived in 
the ſtate of matrimony ten or twenty years, 
hath his table ſurrounded with children, 
and the black ox hath trod upon bis foot, ö 
all he can do is only to keep the wolf from 
the door, charges daily increaſing, and a- 
mong them three or four daughters marri- 
ageable, but not as yet diſpoſed of, Wwhoſe 
good qualities, I mean pride and inſolence, 


are too notorious to the world, and the 
fatlier 


1 
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M1 ing a pair of 
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father hath very little or no portion to 


beſtow on them; he, poor gentleman, 
muſt be in a kind of troubleſome condi- 
tion; for his daughters muſt be maintained 
genteelly at home, and well attired when 
they go abroad a- la- mode, for theſe thies 


reaſons: 


Firſt, That they may the ſooner be put 


off, and by their mincing gate and gay garb 


bait ſome ſpark or other into the net of 


marr age. 


Secondly, If their father be bide-beund] 
and will not do it, he ſhall have his hands 
and his heart full, and they will do little or 
nothing for him, preſuming upon their mo- 
ther who countenanceth thieus 4 in fo doing, 


like a dutiful wife. 


Thirdly, The young women in the neigh- 


|  boourhood are maintained finely, and well 
habited, and ſo muſt they too, and why not 


as well as other mens children of the ſame 

rank and quality? E's | 
Thus is the man wearied out of bis life, 

if he drudge not in the world to ſupport 


their pride and vanity, though probably to 


their utter ruin; ſometimes he beats the 


. hoof twenty or thirty miles about buſineſs, 
or if he be maſter of an horſe, rides at o- 
ther times a hundred to attend the parlia- 
ment, or Courts in term time about a law- 


ſuit, which hath been depending from his 


Childhood, ſo that he is forced to ſave. 


charges to go very meanly accoutred, hav- 
boots nine or ten years old, 
| and 
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and fo often vamp'd and mended, that like 


Drake's ſhip they have not one piece of 


their firſt materials; his ſpurs were made 


in Harry the 8th's time, and one of them 


wants the great gingling rowel: his cloaths 
io mean and aged, that they will ſcarce 
hang together by the affiſtance of patching, 
ſo as to cover his nakedneſs, or keep his 
body from the injury of the weather: the 


ſword he wears is a hacking morglay, which 


ſome of his anceſtors took at the ſiege of 
Troy: his beaft carries behind him an old 
knapſack that his fore-fathers uſed at the 


ſiege of Bouloigne; the livery he gives is well 


known for the antiquity thereof, both in 


eity and country, the coat being worn fo 


ſhort, that it ſcarce reaches the pocket- 
holes, and in good faith tis like to be long 
enough e'er it be longer: In ſhort, thus he 
lives ſparingly abroad, to ballance the great 
expences at home, whither he returns with 


a heavy heart and a light purſe, the la w- 


- yers, attornies, ſollicitors and bailiffs hav- 

ing ſufficiently purg'd his bags, and ſent 
him away with a flea in his ear. Being 
arrived at his own apartment, behold now 
his comfortable reception, his kind wel- 


come by his wife, who, as ſoon as ſhe | 


ſpies him, inſtead of embracing, treats him 
with a ſour countenance, finds fault with 
ſome mifcarriage in the houſe, ſtamps and 
- Norms like a Bethlemite, the ſervants bei 
all at her beck, dare-not give any will 
or attendance; nay the ITY elf 
Es ares 


' 
| 
| 


1 
| 


— * —— — —— — 


40 
dares not open his mouth ſor any thing, 
till the ſtorm is over, bears all patiently, 
without the leaſt noiſe, to prevent diſturb- 
ance in his family, and ſets himſelf down 
ſome diſtance from the fire, tho? very cold, 
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ſhe and her children keeping all the hear 
from him, at length being moved with her 
dogged and curriſh uſage toward him, he 


ma ſay, methinks miſtreſs you look very 
ſurly upon me, as if I had offended you, 


2— ow — 


| 


pray get me ſomewhat to refreſh me, for I 


am almoſt ſpent and tir d off of my legs, 
being wet to the ſkin, having neither eat 


nor drank this day, and yet you cannot: 
ſo much as afford me a pleaſant look: yes, 
faith ſhe, I had need take care of you in- 


deed, you have ſpun a fair thread, I have 
loſt Gs by hemp and flax fince your ab- 


ſence than you will get theſe five. years, by 
taking your man along with you, ſo that | 
had no body with me to help me to ſoak or 
| whiten it; beſides I have often wiſh'd you, 
fſince your departure, at the devil's arſe-a- 
peak, that you did not ſtop the holes in 
the hen-houſe, for the ſtinking pole - cat 
bath eaten three of my beſt laying hens, 
| whoſe loſs is not ſo inconſiderable as you 
imagine, and if you ſteer this courſe, you 


will be certainly one of the pooreſt men in 


| your family. 


Pray, faith he, Miſtreſs, don't. give me 


| | fuch language; God be praiſed, I am con- 


tent with what I have, and ſhall have more 


| [5 it be his will: OW there are ſtil! 


- ſome 
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ſome charitable good people in my family. 
Good for what, ſays ihe, for nothing? I 
know but few of them, if any, worth the 
mentioning. Ay, ſaith the huſband, I ſay 

good people. And what good do they do 
you ? what good? As much as yours. 
Say you ſo, ſweet fir ! but I will be bold 
to tell you to your teeth, and ſpit in the 
face of thofe that ſhall dare to oppoſe it, 
that yours had been a poor ſtock, had it 
not been for the frequent ſupplies of my 
friends and relations; and if they fhould 
hear you ſay half ſo much to me, they 
Would tell you your own, in good faith 
would they. Well! prithee ſweetheart, 
ſaith. he, be not ſo high, let us leave off 
this diſcourſe : and ſo he is forced to ac- 
quieſce, for fear his friends ſhould. be ac- 
quainted therewith. But the fray is not 
yet over, for it happens that one of the 
little children falls a crying,, and as it falls 
out it is the father's darling, whom- ſhe, 
whips ſeverely, more to ſpight him than any 
thing elſe. Prithee, woman, ſaith he, 
why. are you ſo ſharp. with the child?) In 
the. devil's name, faith ſhe, what do you 
concern yourſelf, you are not at the trou- 
ble of bringing them up, or looking after 
them; that is my drudgery night and day; 
as long as I am able to ſtand upon my legs: 
ſhame on you, muſt I be thus controuled, 
that muſt not correct my own child? if I 
take him up again, I will flea him, and do 
vou ſeek your remedy, Then ſays the 
Ti 33 | . nurſe, 


- 
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nurſe, indeed fir, you are not at home to 
ſee it, nor do you know what a heavy hand 
my lady has in bringing them up, By faith, 
faith the chambermaid, it is a ſtark ſhame; 
that when you come home, inſtead of our 
rejoyeing at your company, you create no- 
thing but diſturbance and noiſe among us., 
Noiſe, faith the lady, go you fool, this is 
nothing in compariſon of what I have taken 
at his hands, and muſt do ſo ſtill, as long 
as it pleaſeth my good God. Thus the 
whole family, by the inſtruction of the Miſ- 
treſs, is up in. arms againſt the Maſter, who 
creeps to bed ſupperleſs and comfortleſs, the 
children in the night bawling about his ears, 
that he can take no reſt, which is done on 
purpoſe to diſturb him. Thus he ſpends 
bis days in care, his nights in torment, and 
ſo we leave him to enjoy the fruits of his 
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288 LCVE may be accounted pardonable in 


young; but in old men not to be en- 
dured, when they have waſted theit ſtrength, 


F their bodies being invaded by rheums, and 


- thoſe many infirmities that attend old age; 
this is the caſe at preſent of our feeble 
ſenior, who is married to a briſk young 
girl of nobler extract than 3 but 
- Certainly there is reaſon in this, for ſhe 

might have been married to a far- greater 
82 23 "a advantage, 
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advantage, but her friends were forced to 
diſpoſe of her to any one, being but of 
a crack'd reputation, and having had a 
fhrew'd miſchance, the effect of her youth- 
ful wantonneſs ; and though this hath been 
frequently diſcourſed of about the town, 

et the doating aſs is too eredulous to be- 
al any ſuch ſtories, but is mighty zealous 
| in vindicating her honour ; he being fo 
{tricken in years, abandons all ſorts of 
pleaſures, and only ftudies to turn the pen- 
ny to advantage, that he may maintain 
ber according to her deſire, genteelly : 
but his lady being of a generous temper; 
and in ſtrength of her youth, is no way 
inclinable to that cloſe- fiſted humour of her 
avaricious huſband, but reſolves to paſs her 
time jovially, in nothing but delight and 
pleaſure. - To this purpote her firſt intrigue * 
is to get a gallant, which is ſoon done by 
the opportunities ſhe has at treats and 
meetings, whether. ſhe daily rambles; and 
an aſſignation being made, they careſs and 
embrace without controul, or falpirios for 
her honour muſt be ſtill preſerved untaint- 
ed: and having diverted themſelves with 
all the amorous ſports and love-toys, that 
wantonneſs could ever invent, the next di- 
verſion is to droll at her aged fumbler, 12 
who is buffooned on all fides by all per- 
ſons, but more bitterly. by her ladyſnip. 
Well! home ſhe returns, bleſt with the 
expectation. of her gallant's appointed viſit 
the next morning, and to bed with her 
LE | _ -_. huſband 
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huſband ſhe goes, with as much love as the 
devil has for holy water; and by that time 
his frozen limbs are ſomewhat thaw'd with 
a natural heat, the cuckoldly goat muſt 
be up and at her; but ſhe pretends. ſhe is 
very drowſy and inclinable to fleep ; there- | 
fore, pray, faith ſhe, let me alone, you will 
infinitely oblige me, if you will forbear till 
morning, and then I ſhall be fit ſor your 
purpoſe ; at which the old oaf turns for 
fear, of diſpleaſing her, whoſe head runs 
upon nothing but meeting with her gal- 
lant, and contrives withal, how to put off 
the old man, that he may not enjoy her, 
when morning comes: either ſhe riſes very 
early, leaves the old genleman faft, (for 
age is-childiſh, and conſequently ſleepy for 
the moſt part) and is ſatisfied, or tired, with 
her gallant, before father graybeard awakes, 
and then buſleth about the houſe, playeth 
the good houſewife ſeemingly: or other- 
wiſe, ſhe doth not riſe at all; but before 
day appears, ſhe ſighs and groans on pur- 
_ Poſe that the good old gentleman may hear 
her, who preſently her- how ſhe 1s. 
Indeed love, ſaid ſhe, I have ſuch a pain 
in my ſide, accompanied with the gripes, 
that I can take no reſt, I think it is my old 
diſtemper. Prithee, ſweet heart, turn to 
me. Upon my faith, my dear, I am all in 
a ſweat, and dare not for fear of catching 
cold, which may coſt me my life, being of 
3 a weak conſtitution, Then he covers her 
| Cloſe up, bids her be careful of hexſelf, IS 
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he will take care of her houſhold-affairs : 


up he gets without fire or candle, yet pro- 
cures her a fire againſt _ riſing : thus ſhe 
takes her eaſe, and laughs in her ſleeve at 
the old man's folly. When he underſtands 
ſhe is up, he comes to ſee her very.loving- 
ly, and begins to be amorous ; but he 


having a mind to diſappoint him, fays, 


Would it were God's will that you would 
never meddle with me, till I did aſk you. 
And would you not then, ſaid he? No, 
upon my conſcience, love, I think not; 
and had J known but as much before, I 
would never have married. Why then did 
you marry, ſaith he? Indeed, love, I know 
not: I was but a young girl, and did it in 
obedience to my parents. What is the 
meaning of it, ſweet heart, you are always 
in this humour? I do not know: but in- 
deed, love, were it not to pleaſe you, I 
would never be troubled with due benevo- 
lence, as you call it. Thus ſhe weedles 
the ſuperannuated fop into a ſtrange con- 
ceit of her chaſtity: ſo that this perſuaſion 

increaſeth the flame of his affection, which 
he thinks can never be extinguiſhed. But 
now obſerve the damn'd ſubtilty of a falſe 
woman, who never wants. one contrivance 
or other to chouſe any one ſhe hath a mind 
to pleaſe. If ſhe has a mind to wheedle 
him out of cloaths, rings, jewels, monyes, 
or any thing that ſhe fancies, the ſeene is 
quite altered; for, when they are both 
warm in bed, how the diſſembling queen 
* 8 | _ _- . bile, 
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kiſſes, embraces and ſqueezes him in het 
arms, till his old bones rattle in his ſkin, 
and helps his aged heavineſs with her youth- 
ful activity, ſo that the old dotard is in a 
kind of extaſie to find her ſo liberal of her 
favours. 'Prithee, my dear, faith ſhe, have 
a great care of yourſelf, for my good as 
well as your own ; for my life is bound up 
with yours, and one grave muſt contain us 
both: would-to God I had no-other para- 
diſe on this ſide of heaven, but to be in- 
toomed in your arms: this I ſpeak ſincere- 
ly, God knows my heart; and if any man 
| dig ever touch my lips, but you and my 
- couſin, (and you allow of that by com- 
manding me to it) then let my puniſhment 
be never to receive a kiſs or embrace from 
you more, and that I am certain would 
ſoon break my poor heart; for I am conh- 
dent, that there is not a ſweeter man in the 
world, than you are. No, love, faith he, 
except the gentleman that courted you be- 
fore me. Piſh, piſh, ſays ſhe, upon my 
credit, I was ſmitten with you the firſt time 
1 faw you, though at a diſtance: I may 
ſafely ſwear it was love at firſt fight, and 1 
think it was a match made in heaven : for 
my father would have me married to that 
gentleman, but I would never ' conſent to 
it: I can give no reaſon for it, but it was 


deercreed it ſhould be ſo. Thus ſhe pro- 


cures what ſhe deſigned, though at fievet 
ſo extravagant a rate; and this kind of 
courtſhip 1oon opens the miſer's cheſts, 
1284.5 ; 0 : W 
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who knows her humour ſo well, that ſhe 
will never give over till ſhe has her will, 
whatſoever it coſts. Now ſhe begins, being 
furniſhed, to think of other things: her 
gallant, that ſhe fortnerly maintained, muſt 
like her over-worn apparel, be laid aſide, 
and a new rich one embraced; but ſhe is 
too crafty to be too forward, and keeps 
him at a bay for a time; refuſeth his pre- 
ſents and viſits, till her plots are brought 
to maturity. The young ſpark is enamour- 
ed, and wants an opportunity to meet with 


her ſervant, which he ſoon obtains. Sweet- 


heart, quoth he, I muſt have a little talk 
with you. That you may, fir, if you 
pleaſe. You know, faith he, the extream 


paſſion that I have for your lady: do you 


think there is no poſlibility of obtaining my 
defires ? did ſhe ever mention me fince the 
laſt interview? In truth, ſir, ſhe never 
opens her lips, but to your commendation, 
and I am fatished ſhe wiſhes you well. 


Well, child! I do wholly confide in you: 
do but have me ſo much in your thoughts, 


as now and then to ſpeak a good word for 
me, and you ſhall be no loſer by it: IVI 


beſtow a new gown upon you, and here 
are five guineas to buy you gloves. Ex- 


cuſe me, ſir, ſaith ſhe, I ſhall not take 


them. But indeed, veetheart, you ſhall : 
and fo at length, with ſome little perſuaſion, 
like a right maid, ſhe cries, nay, and takes 
it. Away ſhe haſtens to her lady, and ac- 
quaints her, that ſhe has-met with * ; 
n 3 ant. 
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lant. Well! and what ſays he? Why, 


faith, madam, I think he is a little fran- 


tick upon your account, for he neither 

knows what he does or fays. But how 
doſt thou like him, girl? Good faith, 
madam, I look upon him to be the moſt 
cCompleat 3 that ever I ſet my eye 
on in my 


ife; and I am of opinion, that 
he will be a very fond and faithful lover : 
nay, he is a gentleman every inch of him, 


hath a very good eſtate, and is able to gra- 


tify your kindnefſes, by which means you 
may embrace a happy and comfortable 
piece of gallantry, as long as you have 


the enjoyment of each others ſociety. In 
truth I am at a loſs, almoſt at my wits 


end, I-can get nothing out of my impotent 
dunce, but what is abſolutely neceſſary. 


Pray, madam, conſider of it, for I pro- 


miſed to give him an anſwer to-morrow. 


But how, girl, ſhall we curry this horſe? 


how ſhall we manage this affair? As for 
that, madam, let me alone, I beſeech you: 
] ſhall meet him to-morrow morning, and 
then I will tell him plainly, that you 
would not ſo much as lend the leaſt ear 


to my diſcourſe, or conſent to any thing 


requeſted, do what I could, being ſo ten- 
der of your honour and reputation; and, I 
am ſure, I can act a difſembling part pretty 
well. In the morning, after ſhe nad made 


him wait two hours at leaſt, they met to- 


gether according to appointment. How 


* now: ſweet-heart, ſays the gallant, how is 


Ne ' it 
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it with your lady? She is very thought 
ful and penſive, full of grief and ſorrow for 

the ill uſage of her huſband, who is fo 
crxuel a man to her, that it is not to be be- 
lieved what the poor gentlewoman under- 
goes. I am ſorry for it, quoth he, with 
all my heart ! but what did your lady ſay ' 
to you? Upon my faith, fir, I ſpoke to 
her, for which I have gained a great deal 
of ill will: ſhe would not fo much as hear 
me, nor conſent. to any thing I propoſed, 
ſo highly doth ſhe value her reputation; 
and if ſhe had à mind td be kind to her 
neighbours, and love them as herſelf, the 
is under an Italian ſlavery, being fo kept in 
and watched by the old lump of jealouſy, 
her huſband: I do not remember, that 
ever ſhe exchanged a word with any man 
in-diſcourſe, ſince I have waited upon her, 
and I have been her ſervant theſe four years 
and upwards, but only with yourſelf the 
other day, whom ſhe remembers ſtill, and 
for ought I know, to be plain with you, 
would fooner love you, than any other, in 
the world. Dear girl, ſaith he, bring but 
that about, and I'Il be your eternal friend. 
Truly, ſir, ſaith ſhe, I have done already 
all that is in my power as to that, and 
dare not attempt any further; but in any 
thing elſe fealeable, command me, and I 
am 3 ſervant. Prithee, direct me what 
to do in this caſe. Why, your beſt way 
will be to make an addreſs to her yourfelf, ' 
and now is the moſt critical time in the - 
. world, 


50. The. Fifteen Comforts 


world,, for ſhe, and her huſband are at va- 
riance ;, and you will find her at chureh, 
where you may make your amours to her, 
careſs her, and preſent, her, though I am 
confident ſhe, will refuſe. all: but no mat- 
ter for that, ſhe, will have a better reſpect 
for you, notwithſtanding her denial, and 
will ſet a higher value upon your generoſity | 
and. worth, than you can pofſibly imagine: 
do as L adviſe you, and ſo-all happineſs at- 
tend — 0 Lalrjz A advice indeed in 458 9: Holy 
a place, to. male the church) a, brothel-houſe, 
and religion à bawsd to fordid laſt) when you 
have acted. your part, as I told you, faith 
this ſhe emillary of the devil, give me what 
you intend? her as a preſent, and I will ſo 
order the matter, that ſhe ſhall accept of 
it; or do my, utmoſt endeavour, though: I 
loſe my labour. You: ſay very well, dear 
child: and fo they part. Away runs this 
Feen ne baggage, — ſmiling at her lady: 
pon my ſoul, madam, there are a great 
many.. perſons. in the world, who: would 
wild for your, bappineſs; for he is reſolved 
o addrefs you, and diſcover | his whole 
5 — 5 nom ſummon all your wits together, 
let: this be your dexter effort; as the French- 
man terms it; carry yourſelf ſtrangely to 
him, and hold him in ſuſpenſe for a time; 
for you N it is expectation makes a 
bleſſing dear; but be ſure you be not ſo 
ſevere, in your deportment as to daſh the 
oy gallant! quite out of countenance. 
Buys whey with 2 ſhe haſtens to 
church, 


- 
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church, fputred Wt rather change 


votion; where atrived 558 galant NATTY 


her, birt le den to nothing, Hor 
accept of his prefefts! however, the ehter⸗ 
Fg him 0 fab Oufablh, , that he may plain- 
diſcern her affection to be more than or 

ec ſo they patt with a Tie heart, and 

the*tHd and 1 waiting gentle woman con- 
15 ty to mianfiye 0 büſmefs, without 
faſpicion. I am Tatisfied, madam, ſaith 


Her maid, that he has à great deſite ta be 


wrapt up in your embraces,” and 1 will tell 


him my ma er is gone into the 18 deck. 


for dolle time, an bring him the back 

way into your chamber, in the decpeſt 
ſtlente of the nig bt, the fecuteſt tinſt för 
ſich ſecreſtes, 3 © 10 tar hls Aug kee 
to be altoge the oraht of my Y defign, 2nd 
echte 4 real 15 for fo be ul and 
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will have the grace. at laft to keep it, for in 
truth there is no dea Ung with men, but by" 
out doing them in female- craft, the oy” 

weapons "we habe to defend ourſelves a2“ 
_ gaivſt that ſec. Now this cühnin, Legen 
ends out che Yallant, 386 ale HB WA! 
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triffe away time, Which is 15 8 
if 1 el prevail" With Bepits the dect 5 


KN preient 


a 


——— 
a 


52 The, Fiftcen Comporis | 


reſent you jntend her, the buſigels would, 
be done effectually, and to your ſatisfaction. ö 
The gallant, being raviſhed, with her dif- 8 
— oo amediately puts fifty guineas into 7 
her hand, as a preſent of his affection to 
ITT 55 
Well, fir, ſays ſhe, I will undertake one | 


thing more, for I knew, my lady has. a 
kindneſs for you: therefore come you the. 
back- way, in the dead time of the night, 
now my maſter is abſent, and I will con-; 
vey you to her chamber; ſhe being childiſh, 
and conſequently ſleepy, you will have the. 
better opportunity to uncloath yourſelf, and 
to bed to her without delay or ceremony, 
and in all probability the buſinefs will be 
done; for when you both are naked in one 
hed, and - in the dark too, there is no diſ- 
pute of prevailing: come, come, fir! wo- 
men are fleſh and blood as well as men, 
and ſubject to failings, as well as they. I 
doubt not but you know the old proverb, | 
Faint heart ne're won fair lady, therefore be 
. briſk and active, and you need not deſpair 
» of effecting your deſire, I'Il pawn my repu- 
tation for it. Then ſhe is aequainted with all 
paſſages between them, the preſents are ac- 
cepted, the .chamber-maid finds the lover 
at the place and time appointed; conveys. = 
o yo to her. lady's bed, and ſo leaves him. 
(ow. you may imagine, that his deſires. 
being, winged with Joye, he was not long 
uncaſing himſelf, but; Nlips into bed, and, 
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embraces her in his army: at which ſhe 


pretendss 


Nn 53 
pretends to ſtart out” of a fei ned ſlumber, 
Lok: fays „What, my dear, is it you?, No, 
Aa * is J. fays. the gallant. How, 
you, faith ſhe ? who are you? this is not 
to de endured: "whereupon ſhe ſtruggles to 
riſe, calls up her gentlewoman, twice or 
thrice, dut alas to no purpoſe: and great 

pity it is, that in ſuch a time of neceſſity, 
* maid 12 give her no anſwer. Ah! 
faid ſhe, I am bexrzyid !. and." ſtruggles for 
it, till her breath failed her, ſo that ſhe 
was at his, Merch. whe, treated her very 
Kindly, the enjoyin fuch gentle uſage. as 
the expected, Aud Fey d both deſigned : 

to ſpeak the track,” 1 men are to b r 
theſe rude aſſaiilty 3; and what could a p 
weak woman do alkane, who: durſt nat 3 
aut as loud as ſhe would, for fear of. loſing g 
ber reputation: but to make the beſt js A. 
dad market, here is their comfort ill; 
"curtains cannot, and the maid dart 8s not 
tell any tales. Thus they made the beſt 
improvement of their time, and when they 
had ſufficient)y ſolaced . them feline. PIP. | 
amicably, till they ſhould ha | 
tuyity to e their e hers t 
aff PATON, KY 7 

ut at length, by owe unlucky < 

or other, od yu Pater, , the Hu an 5 
comes to be byes of * whole ny, 
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affairs ; and when dinner is ready, fends 
for his wife. to accompauy him, but word 
{his brought, the will not dine to day: g0 
again, ſaith he, and bid her come. The 
mad does {6, and tells her miſtreſs, my 
maſter deſire you toe come. G0 and tell 
him, once more, that I will not come. 
The good man is not ſatisfied wich this 
anßwer, but ſends à third time, and to no 
purpoaſe: ſo that at length he goes himſelf, 
and aſks her Why the will not come to 
dinner? Not à word will ſhe give him. 
What ail'ſt thou, my dear? Not a fyllable 
will ſhe return, but pout and frown.” He 
- enquire of the family what is the reaſon, 
but cannot receive any fatisfattion*: when 
as the truth is, ſhe ailes nothing, but only 
[reſolves to be dogged, and perhaps will not 


* 


come to dinner, Jo What he can. At other 


times; poſſfibly wn may” prevail with ket, 

when he e bach beg 475 

s ſpoiled at the yp or cooled on the table, 
and then he leads her to dinner; but ſhe 
has no ſtomach, not one bit will g down, 


and he like afop,” to comply with, her fro- 


ward humour; will faſt too. But the more 


long till the meat. 


ſool he, for the more kindneh he. ſneFws 


her, the more ſhe ſights him; and in my 
opinion, ſhe is to be commented, for what 
need any woman court bis favout, that 
doats upon her already? If he ſhanld de- 
ſpiſe and contemn her, then ſhe Had rea- 
ſon to ſcrue berfef into his affections, if 


28 uf and 


- Another trick ſne has to N him, | 
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and that is this: when he is abroad; he 
ſometimes accidentaly meets with ſome of 
his intimate acquaintance, to whom he is 
infinitely. obliged, and has a deſign to treat 
them at his .own houſe, which is more 
gentile, and leſs chargeable than at the 
tavern: away he ſends his ſervant to her, 
who, when he comes, ſays, Miſtreſs, my 
maſter will be here in the evening with 
three or four friends, perſons of good repu- 


tdtation, and deſires you would provide every 


thing neceſſary for their reception. Upon 
my faith, faith ſhe, not I, I will have no- 
thing to do with his treats ! Why did he 
not come himſelf? I don't know that, 


- miſtreſs, but this he commanded me to tell 


vou. Go, go, you are a very rogue, and 
meddle with that, that doth not Ai tut 


you. Well, to ſhew her readineſs. and 


8 ſhe firſt ſends all the ſervants 
| roqd, except a well inſtructed maid or 

two, brought up to her own hand, that 
_ have. the length of her foot exactly, and 
then ſhe whips into her chamber, and locks 
herfelf up. When ber huſband comes 
home, he aſks if every thing be ready, 


e his order. Truly, ſir, ſaith 
aid, 


the maid, my miſtreis is very ill, and there 
is no body at home to do any thing: this 


put our maſter,” (if he may be ſo called with= | 


out offence) into a great chafe; but, how- 
ever, leads his friends into the parlour, 
Where all things are out of order, and 
therefore goes to his Wife, Why have you 


ſerved 
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ſerved me ſo? Saith the, fir, you do com 

mand ſo many things at once, that I do | 

not know which to turn myſelf to firſt. | 

Fy ! fy ! faith. he, you have done me the 

greateſt diſkindneſs imaginable ; . for theſe 

are the only perſons in the world that I an 

obliged to. And how can I help it? faith 

ſhe, what would you have me to 95207 

ſnew your wiſdom in it indeed. Well “ 

do what you pleaſe: I am ſure it do no: 

pleaſe me: but heark, you gentlewoman, 

why did you ſend the ſervants. out of the 

way? God bleſs me, what a queſtion is 

that, from ſo wiſe a man as you Are? Di 

I know, or could I deviſe, think you, that 

you had any occaſion for them? hen th, 

miſchievous wretch had ſent them out of the Way 

on purpoſe to diſappoint. and fret him. f Away, c 

lle goes again to his friends. in a Tury, but 

the values it not, knowing the ſtorm ui! 

ſoon blow ,over. To be ſhort, h e bullies! 
but, and ſets all things in as good oder. 

as he can: then he ſends for ſome of ths; 

table-linnen, and word is brought there is 

none to be had. He goes to his wife, and. "2 

tells her what a ſhame and diſgrace it will,  } 


1 


be, both for him and her, not to have 1 


18 / 


4 \, 


lianen. She tells him, there is linnen git 
already, good enough for them: for I am 
ſure my friends and relations are content 
with it, Wben they, beſtow a viſit on us, 
and I am ſure they are as good as, the beſt 4 
of them: but, however, to ſatisfy youi,. all. 


he beſt of the innen is in the waſh, ex-" 
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late, feeding your poultry, ſooking aft 

your domeſtick affairs, ſpinning, cardide 
and what not, never idle, F am ſure the 
eare I take will ſhorten my days; and yet 


all this does not deſerve” (the more's my 


125 ) ſo much as one good word from youz | 


at home, and am as ſparing as can 
de, nod you ſpend all abroad, yet you are 
not content. Thus they live a diſcontented, 
wretched life, old age creeps upon him, 
grief ſeizeth upon him, he grows a fot, 
and ſhe makes a beaſt 
rangled'in the, net, and if he makes him 


59 


as T am high; I am early and do 11 


of him, He is en- 


felf away, or comes to ſome ill end, he 


may thank himſelf for it, and verifies "the 


old proverb, * Marriage and hanging &. * 


Shui, and there is a ead of Riß. 
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that is the reaſon we have 16 1 many fgo 


in the world, and ſo fe diſtreet perſo 8. 
Our next married/couple that we ſhall 162 


uren you, we will ſuppble to be welt | 


atch'd, and! they enjoy themſelves” 18 
ſome time g; but tlie cleareſt? al may” 
often overcaſt with clouds/* An a 
morming may often end ina ng ig ol 
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the woman decays not ſo ſoon as the man, 
let their condition be what it- Will, for he 
is often harraſſed and broken with carking 
care, whilſt ſhe grows plump with delight 
and pleaſure : and as for her pain and peril 
of child-bearing, I do no more wonder at 
it than at the laying of a great egg 
by a hen or gooſe, the ordinary effect of 
nature, no more, notwithſtanding their 
_  rittle tattle, the hen being always the fatter 

for laying, whilſt the cock ſcrapes and pro- 
vides for her, as the honeſt, married man 


\ _ for his wife. And when the poor man be- 


*gins to decline, grow weak and imbecile, 
_ the good wife continuing ſtill very blith 
and gameſome, then the former delights, 
-  amorous tricks, kind expreſſions, wanton 
Tooks and glances, are turned into down- 
5 7 ſcolding, and endleſs contention. 
55 ell, at length ſhe begins to diſcoyer her 
good temper, ſhe looks ſourly upon him 
with a cloudy countenance, flights and 
neglects him as inſufficient,” and is much 
concern'd at the diſappointment of his im- 
petuous nerves, his heat and activity being 
Joſt, or at leaſt abated. Then ſhe grows 

of opinion, that God and — laws did 
certainly ordain a woman more than one 
man as well in England as in Turkey, and 
other well-regulated countries, and faith 
the will zun the riſque, and try how other 
men are weapon'd and qualified for the 
Port, and nam the game begins, ſhe grows 
Worſe and Norſe to him, leads him a fad 
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life, that the poor man had better choſen 
2 halter than à wife, becauſe the former 
might have prov'd the end, whereas che 
latter is but the begipning of his miſe 
for now through her looſe courſe of 7% 
the candle burns at both ends, they liye at 
rack and manger, and all tends to ruin and 
deſtruction, both of ſoul and body. Thus 
ſhe conſumes with her unlawful luſt, what 
he has raked together by his lawful care 
and labour. Then he capitulates with 
himſelf, and ſays, tis ſtrange to me that 
my eſtate ſhould dwindle at this rate, I am 
ſure Lever had a care of the main chance, 
and paid every one their own, lived ſpar- 
ingly, cloathed myſelf meanly, and all to 
nd purpoſe; for I can ſcarce keep the wolf 
from the door. At length he grows jealous® 
of his wife, and imputes all his misfortunes 
to her miſcarriage; but upon examination 
of the whole, ſhe wheedles him ſo. cun- 
ningly by her woman-craft, that he is fa- 
tisfied thoſe reports of her immod 
falſe and malicious: She claps her Hands 
upon her head, agd wiſhes the devil had 
all that is under her hands, if ever any 
man kift her but himſelſ; and ſo the fool 
is reconciled to his 8885 wife : nay the 
proceeds farther :” as for that villain tha 
miſinformed you, ſince it muſt out, III tel 
you the whole truth of the ſtory: this 50 
perfidious varlet hath been theſe two JEM 


attempting my chaſtity, but J have h 
to, I thank my God. for 1% Kepe” m J 
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6 The Han Comforts 
Fry Undead, and repulſed him to his 
me, if he has any in him, notwith- 
ſtanding all his large proffers and ſpecious 
ptetences. Can it enter into your thoughts 
ſweetheart, that I ſhould [ever defile- your 
bed; away with all ſuch. vain imaginations; _ 
can it be ſuppoſed, that I ſhould leave ſa 
kind and — y a man as you are, fur the 
e anothar? I were worſe than 
the deyil Nie if Eſtzould take fuck hel- 
courſes; hopeverr- I. forgive him that 
aa. ſo, baſely- abuſed me, but Lmaſb beg 

favgur f yeus! thet yu never! fuffer 
HP: et foot again Within theſe» doors, 
2900 FOR dg; „ ſhyns him, cuus pupus 
Made more than i gurſt eur on poiſon- 
1 and, LH aſſure you, if L find 
25 keep, the-leaſtgarraſpondenaw with him 


* 1 — my alls and 
ang: Will never live 
you — 8 — breath in my. body. 
forhid that ever ya ſhould! live to fee - 

that day wherein, I ſgould: defile your bed. 
be 1 25 - not: come to that 
Net, and, then hutſt out with. tears, 
Vripging. ber — and bitterly: exclaim- 
[x Ie that. —_ with allunaginablo | 


71 0 


PE a all, is. — 4 — is baniſlied the 
155 uſes; and, the. good man rails again(#: him 
great Yr 55 — abuſe: his „ mo- 
. 2 0 hight a nature. Thus he 
85 WF becomes a meer — r. 8 
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a beaſt, without ſenſe or reaſon. Thus 
at has got the day, wears the breeches, 


15 er Af e fools that do not do 


255 10 can, ha "he acceſs to her gal- 
2 TP Rs Hap, n qr 

af to all, accufa-. 
ED ME dotagę he falls 


$2, en e finds, to his coſt, 
7000 Fi a7 SITE dis 300 late ta 
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eſe are the p + 396 de vba | 
Married life; nder 15 ſcorn and 
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Ka we 5 ir honeſt wan; 
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12 as mm as a. harbers: chair, no 
cb ber de -hut_4p0ther, rs in er. 
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O R next married couple that we are 
to diſcourſe of are perſons well enough 
matched, if they could be content with 
what they have: God hath bleſt them with 
five ot fix ſweet children living, and the 
wife is as big as ſhe can tumble with ano- 
ther. The time of her delivery and his 
charges draws nigh; and all things muſt be 
_ for the good wives that are about her, 
at length after ſome ſharp throws, they ve 
ker over for dead, the poor man is àlmoſt 
his wits end when he 2 hears that 155 
news, runs about like à mad man for hel 
falls on his knees, prays för her ſafe deli 
very, his prayers” are heard, ſhe is brought- 
to bed of a luſty boy. Nod there is no- 
thing but carouzing and rejoicing through- | 
Aae de family} the tap runs apace, dut t the 
goſſips tongues, oil'd with liquor, faſter, 
mtetlarded with ſmutty diſcourſe, ſuitable 
= tothe'preſent occaſion. The ſpring of the 
Pear is now coming on, and every one 
any quality is preparing for the country to 
view nature's green tapeſtry; and hear tbe 
warbling nightingale carol her ſweet notes 
in the pleaſant ſerenity of the quiet eve- 
ning, and among the reſt, the Wife muſt .. 
go to take the country air "after her lying- 
in, and tis but requiſite” for her health's 
Fake; but how to perſuade him to take this - 


une | 
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Journey, there's the buſineſs : now . ſhe be- 
gins to ſet all her. engines at work to that 
purpole ;- firſt ſhe comes home diſcontented, 
and is very ſnappiſh to her huſband, what's 
the matter, love, ſaith he? what makes 
you ſo out of humour? the matter, quoth 
ſhe, I think I have reaſon enough, the 
child is very much diſtemper'd with a vio- 
lent burning fever, inſomuch that the nurſe 
proteſts to me, tho' it was a long time ere . 
J could get it out of her, that the poor 
babe hath not taken the breaſt theſe four 
days. I am heartily: trroubled, and know 
not how to help myſelf, but that which af-* 
flicts me moſt is, that upon my conſcience, 
J believe God Almighty puniſhes the child 
for my fins, - for I made a vow to go into 
the country, and I ſhall never be at relt 
till I have performed it. Why, ſweetheart, 
ſaith he, have a little patience, the time is 
not yet elapſed, you need not be fo. hafty: 
I have a great deal of buſineſs to diſpatch, 
and that of concernment too, now when 
that is over you ſhall go where you pleate. 
In truth, ſaith ſne, don't tell me of buſt- 
nei, I muſt go, and I will go, there's no 
neceſſity for my ſtay, I am ſure I can do 
you no ſervice; and as for the charges, 
Which I know is all your grief and fear, I 1 
will pinch them out ſome way or other, 
though I abate in houſe- keeping; this you 
do to perſuade the world, what a good 
huſband you are; but if the truth were 
known, you will be found to ſave at the 

by © ſpigget, 
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elſe all the fat's in bene there Nils be 45 


quiotneſs if ſhe does not go abroad. Well, 


tte time is come, and they muſt ſet for- 
Ward, horſes are provided, and a new 


fon the wife, he himſelf waits upon her, 
and muſt þe as tractable as a ſpaniel upon 
the raat, his wife is abways wanting ene 
thin or other, the ſtirrup is too ſhort; or 
eb ng, the pillion is not well fix d, her 
ſcarf flies off, the horſe trots toe hard, 
and makes her ſiok, fo that ſhe muſt al he 
and take a walk, then ſne muſt be hel 
up again; and this unneceſſary trouble hath 
the noddy brought upon himſelf, beſides 


che diſtiltatjons that iſhe is troudled with 


every quarter af a mile, ſhe having the, di- 
aveted, and cannot hold water long. Ber 
ing arrived at:thedplace” intended, ſhe is 
diſcompaſad with her journey, and her ſto- 


maehgrows ſu nice, that it kecks at ſuch 


cbatſe food! as beef ànd mutton, and ſhe 
mult a fol to pick upon. Well, away 
goes the oontented fopl; and trudges about 


dag toten far ſome daimy bit to pleaſe his 


lady, coſt it never ſo much; for you know 
far ſought and dear bi ht is fit for ſuck 
cattle; when he comes „if the mars 
keting difpleaſeth her, then ſhe, as well 68 
the reſt of her ſex,” falls foul on the god 
man; ſaying, in truth ou are the ſtrangeR 

© . 3780 perſon 


J AA ˙ 0 een af Tonneau YT: oa e 


N MaTzimony. G67 
perfon that ever lived, not at all fit to tra- 
vel, not at all complaiſant,, you know not 
hea a 9 7 our our ſex. The patient fop 


: ws being: accuſtamed to 
ſuch kind of repręof, as the tinker's dog is 
to carry the budget. After they have ſo- 
laced themſelves at this pleaſant rate as lon 
.3s he thinks canvenient, home they re- 
turn, find all things. aut as. order, the ore 
Lead in the Gable; the ſervants Sag g- 
broad aftęr their oyyn inventions, all their 
money ſpeat, that he cannot buy any more, 
and ele oxe. mut foot it about his dn 
gcaſions 3 2nd the will: not ſet her hand to 
68 the leaſt Shalx in . hath 

— 85 2 

a u ſiting. . er guiſips 

and ge 9h the!. unſerviceablenets of 
1 e thiaughout the wholE jaur Journey. 
he gor man abe 5 to War, 1 | 
| 007 wort war et things to rights, takes in 
gal of Nins; and if anything is 
gn 3 wie he's-hifiin the teeth xuith it; hut 
4 05 ings. — 2 and — that 
imputed to her gaod management. 

Tg ages ſhe is d taken with her countri 

Jouthey, W le is reſplred ta be travellin 
[08682 Years Whatever cames 1x tz: and he 
Mall be at the charge ef it. Thus his ex- 
enges increaſe with; his lads he is at 
Hicted with the racking gout, and, which 
i a Worſe diſtempef, à froward waman, 
chat makes the ſmall vemainder of his days 
Fomſartlels; tor the will rule tha rnaſt, muſt 


261. have - 
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have het Wil in all things, "will be miſtreſs 
and govem, | whilſt he ſtands only for a 
eypher at home, and at length thro 
rief and diſcontent, becomes a me 
n _ — yn 3 to nothing. 
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I . 


Wär waren, hath onee thrown tans. 


comforts of marriage daily: flow upon him. 
This wife you muſt · underſtand is a haughty 
proud: ſpirited woman, and would fain do- 
miner over her husband but be being a | 
prudent man, manages his affairs With ſuch 
diſcretion, that ſhe ſhall never get the up- 

per hand. Thus for a time he is head of 


de family, and governs his wife and chi- 


_ dren: With credit and reputation; he is 
happy in a numerous ifſue of both ſexes; 
| thath educated: them all very well,” and 
match d them to good fortunes; but mark 
what follows; when all this is done, being 
full of years, the infirmities of old age at 
laſt ſcize him, and he is fetter'd to his 
chamber, by ſomo tedious and chronical 
diſtemper, fo that he is not able to move 
ort ſtir out of his chair. Now the domeſtic 
war begins de novo, the wife will do no- 


formerly kept under hatches, the poor 
ie 


| ſelf into the net; or rather priſon of 
a family, and taken a briſk wife; then the 


thing but what ſhe pleaſeth, tho” ſne was 
eee eee merey, 
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the wife grows ſurly and ſaucy, the chil- 
dren maſterleſs, the ſervants unruly; and if 
the husband attempts to correct them, ſne 
is ready to, fly in his face for it. Scein 
himſelf thus abuſed; by his wife, diſobeyed 
by his children, and flighted by his ſer- 
vants, he takes it very much at heart; but 
that which :afflicts him moſt is the extra- 
vagancy of his eldeſt ſon and heir, bolſtred 
up by his mother only to break the old 
man's heart, and make him end his life 
miſerably. If he thinks of -a will that he | 
(ball not be permitted to do, for fear ge 
ſhould bequeath ſomewhat to his poor re- 
lations, or be too laviſh in charitable lega- 
cies. Now the old gentleman is leſt in the 
cold alone unregarded, whilſt ſhe goſſips 
about the pariſh, and declares the curriſh - 
uſage of her husband; had J not been, faith 
ſhe, a woman of a matchleſs patience I _ 
could never have lived with him half this 
time; but this: is not all; for when ſhe. 
comes home ſhe throws it in diſh frequently, 
and tells him now upbraidingly that God 
rewards him for it. The good man is re- 
ſolved to admoniſh her and her children 
fairly, to ſee whether that will work any 
on upon her, and to that end calls them 
before him. My dear, you are the onlß 
perſon that ever I loved, and yet give me 
leave to tell you that I am not pleaſed with 
Your carriage in many particulars: you | . 
know I am maſter, of the houſe, and will 
be as long as I live, (but faith, old gentle- 


@! man, 


— 
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man) you are miſtaken, quoth the 
wife ſoftly ali ſmifingly) this? T am 1 
uſed like ohn at preſent: yo know' farther. 
how I have' cheriſhel 
wife of my boſom, a lebt you as tender 
as tlie apple of weine eye; but neither you 
nor my children have behaved yourſfelvxs 48 


ou ought! to do. What? would you have 


one? Trrow! fith' the;- you are too Well 
uſed, you ds nt know w. em you are Well; 
there is nothing we can do to e 
Would you babe us ſtund demurely b 


you with wur fingers in our mouth? no Vf 


neitherp I do not deſerve this taunting lat 
guage at yu hands. Then he turns to 
his eldeſt 


3 of your BeHfviour, with- 


Which I am very much diffatisfied. You 
are my eldeſt fon and heir, tis true, but I 
; profuſely ” 
with proflicate' _ debauch'd company: 1 
have — a : fatter; have improved 
90 ſhall leave you Wpfeniffull 

* if you be obedient and 19 8501 5 
but otherwiſe," ſwear by- All that is lee | 
7555 


ſee you laviſh away my eftate' 
your eftate;: and 


anch fabred, wu ſhall never ene y 
What would you have on 95 85 


one ſfrall have enough to. d tꝰ pleaſe 9085 | 
? what would 

you be at L wondef ? I never faw! the peer 
ate neither 
woman hold 
our tangue, and de not uphold him agulhſt 


do you: want for any thin 


of yon I vow to God; yu 
plraſed: full nor faſting!” Pray 


ne it hath been er your * to do 
29 1 | - 10, 
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ous! as tlie beloved 


1 ſon, faith he; T have — 
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tiently. For my patt I look upon this to 
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ſo. This done; the mother and che ſen 
lay their heads- together; and refolve to- 
give out that the old man is craz'd, grown 
a child again, and make the world believe. 
he is ſenſeleſs: if any one eorttes to ſpeak” 
with him, and aſks the good lady for the 
good man, flie preſentiy anſwers, Aas 
poor gentleman, he is faſt enough in God 
Almighty's dungeon; and how came it to 
paſs, Madam ? God knows, Sit, for F do 
not, he is grown a dotard, J am ſure I have 
no comfort or help of him, God help me, 
and grant me patience to undergo” my af- 
flictions. Truly, Madam, I am heartily 
ſorry for it. Thus is the old gentleman” 
concealed: from the world, and confined” to 
his chamber, ſo that he cannot redreſs. or 
help himſelf, nor undeceive the world of 
the wrong done him. This he muſt. 
needs undergo with a great deal of grief 
and! inward regret ;' but fince he finds no 


other remedy; he is-reſolved' to bear it pa- 
be as-gteat'a torment as can be uon earth, 
for a man to be well ſtricken in years, dif- 
eaſed and troubled with a painful diſtem- 
per, ſequeſtred from all friends and re- 
lations, debarred of all company, but ſuch” 
as rather add to; than diminiſh his forraw. 
Thus he lingers away in grief, pines with 
pain, Ianguiſheth with ſorrow, lives wretch- _ 
edly, but I hope dies happily,” though my 


prayer#ſhall be, that fort2.ie would bring, 


4 * her 


FS * 
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her to ſome ſhameful end that occaſion'd it, 
* ſo 1 thou wet of women. 


Fi 3 QF» 
my 5 — © "=. 7 
7 


Cr” Tint Conſort OS | 


[14.50 
H K that i is once decoy d into the Net of 


matrimon 


thing for kim ta get out of the nooſe, 


when he js once faſten'd, as will appear by 
this. enfuing diſcourſe. Our married man 
hrre, that is to taſte of the tenth com- 
„fort of marriage, (much good may it do 
His heart with. it) is but a weak, puny, | 


diminutive, conſumptive animal, nei- 
ther gifted with weapons nor activity 


muſt, bear with his miſ- 
fortune As cl 38 as he can; for tis a hard 


to pleaſe a, wife; and ſhe, after an eſſay 


made of his ability, complains to her mo- 


2 ther that ſhe cannot love him, he) is lean. 


and meager, that it is as good laying - 


with a parcel of carpenters. tools as with. 
him, his ſkin is ſo lank, and his bones fo 
ſharp and extended, that when he touches 
her in bed, he pricks her like ſo many 
needles, though not in the proper place 3 
a life that no poor woman ban bear; ſhe 


wants due benevolence, and requires more 
milk than he can give her, and therefore 


is reſolved to lap elſew here. Now the ſo- 


lace of matrimony begins to appear. Tan- 
ralus-like ſhe is up to the chin in Water, 


and can neither d+1k, nor eat thoſe apples 
that lie bobbing ar her mourh ; a fad con- 
dition 


— 
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dition of a hungry and thirſty foul : abroad 
ſhe roams, picks up the firſt ſtallion that' 
comes to hand, and enjoys him as often as 
ſhe has opportunity. Stolen waters are 
ſweet, they ſay, and it appears ſo by this 

entlewoman; but the miſchief on't is, that 
by ill conduct of affairs, her huſband diſ- 
covers her amorous intrigue, ſpoils her - 
gaming, and corrects her ſeverely for her 
impudence; inſomuch that ſhe deſerts him, 
and goes to her friends, complains, with 
feigned tears, of his harſh uſage to her, 
and ſhews the marks of his ſeverity to her' 
relations, who pity her, and curſe him. 
This is an excellent Comfort of matrimo- 
ny. Thus pleaſure ſalutes him in the ve 
infancy of his wedded condition, and will 
undoubtedly continue to the end. However 
the fond fop, being deprived of his wife, 
bemoans her abſence every night in his 
widdow'd ſheets, and is at a great loſs for a 
bedfellow. ti 04 * 3 (* | | * | a 
He cannot endure this life long, and 
therefore the poor cornuto muſt ſend ſor 
her again; finding him in this loving pickle, 
poor thing, the bowels of her affection 
wamble not after a huſband (having been 
all this while ſtewed in the warm embraces 
of her gallant) and procures her mother to 
give out, that ſhe hath heen all this while 
under her tutelage ; then having an oppor- - 
tunity to meet with her huſband, rattles 
him "ſoundly, telling him that her poor 
child was * to run away from him, 


1 | becauſe 


- becauſe ſhe went in danger. of her life all 
the time ſhe cohalfited with him. I had 


rather, faith. ſhe, by half that you would 
turn her home to me, and part good friends, 
than to abuſe her ſo as you do, and withal 


take notice that your behaviour to the poor 


girl is enough; to make her.do what ſhe 


never thought of, and make your head ake 
in Pant of your teeth, take that from me, 
Sir, ſu 

lectured by the mother, he ſeems to be very 


ſorrowful, and hath a month's mind to the 
Aaughter; nothing will ſerve. him but he 


- muſt have her again, and has her de bene 
e, upon promiſe of reformation. —_ 
.. Qverjoy'd with the repurchaſe of his 


wife, he grows kind even to wonder, hops 
about with her from place to place, till 
his money is all hop'd from him, and then 


returns home with an empty pocket, but 
a heavy heart, God knows? or elſe if this 


wheedle does not take, a divorce is endea- 


voured on both ſides to be procured, but 


for want of, ſufficient couſe of ſeparation, 
or by reaſon of a: conſiderable flaw in the 
evidence, the judge condemns them to live 


according to their marriage vow, and im- 
poſes a ſmart fine upon them for their folly ; 


ſo chat the caſe, is worſe and worſe, they 


ate both doom'd to à loathed bed, and a 


life which an ideot hath ſenſe enough to a- 


void rather than be ſo tormented, and ex- 


pole themſelves, ludibrioufly to the cenſure 


of the whole world. Now if it falls out 
1 | | ; - that 


_— 


ice you are as you are. Being thus 
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that there is a ſufficient cauſe for. a divorce, 
their miſery is not at. all abated ; for they 
muſt never marry while they live; and if 
they are not continent, they muſt een run 
the riſque of a ſwinging clap, and the loſs 
of reputation; ſo that by this means the 
are caught, and faſter in the net than ever; 
and if they are of a noble family, rich in 
lands and poſſeſſions, then their names are 
. loft for want of an heir, and they go out of 
the world with an ill ftench, their: reputa- 
tion being rotten before their duſt,” and 
their - memory more nauſeous than their 


bones in the grave. He is ſorely troubled _ 


at the bad report of his wife, and can go 
into no company but her miſdeeds are diſ- 
play'd before him to his grief and her own 
ſhame, an invenom'd tongue making a 
deep and incurable wound; thus he fees 
himſelf the may-game and ſport of every 
flouting fell, and filently bears all that's 
thrown at him: every one has a fling at 
his jacket, and the gallants as many at his 
wife's placket, who keep her under his very 
noſe, to the grief of his heart, he pacing 
about the town Acteoniz d, and admir'd by 
the boys and rabble; a torment ſufficient, 1 
confeſs, to diſcompoſe a wiſer head; but 
no matter, it is no more than he deſerves, 
and all ſuch contented cuckolds. Let him 
live as long and as well as he can, Pll not 

envy his happineſs, and whenever he dies 
I hope I ſhall die in better, though not ſo 

contented a ſtation. e 
5 OL The 
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| The Eleventh Comfort of MATRIMONY: 


WW HEN a brave young gentleman i is at 
his own freedom, and has the world 
in a ſtring, he may ſteer his own courſe 
without care or controul. This our gal- 
lant here we intend to mention, has a good 
eſtate, keeps high company, careſſes hand- 
ſome ladies, gives himſelf over to all man- 
ner of pleaſure, is his father's only ſon and 
Joy: At 1x7. 5 this ſpark meets with a 
young, comely, briſk, ſanguine complex- 
| ee lady, who can never long withſtand 
a ſuit well 4 with judgment, and 
well tim'd with diſcretion, though every 
woman. of what complexion ſoever, will 
permit a man to ſcrew himſelf into her 
_ conſtitution, if ſhe likes him, he bath 
made many and tedious addreſſes to her, 
laid cloſe fiege to her chaſtity, ſo. that the 
oor thing is able to hold out no longer, 
= muſt yield up the fort, grants his re- 
queſt, 4 | R herſelf to his looſe em- 

braces. 
But the worſt is to come, this is not all $ 
the little viripotent youngling of fifteen, is 
prolific, and proves with child, for which 
there can be no other remedy than con- 
cealment, and, as good luck would nave 
it, the mother, had been in the oven be- 
fore, and underſtood well enough to make 
the belt of a bad — for the poor girl 
knows 
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knows not ſhe is with child, though the 
mother does} and ſhe has no longer to 
reckon : ſhe pukes eyery morning, making 
ſtrange grimaces, and complains that her 
ſtomach is untoward and out of order: 
well, without all queſtion, faith the mo- 
ther, you are with child; now mind what 
Jam going to ſay to you; as for or gal 
lant I have forbidden him my houſe for”. 
ever, he being too mean a match for you; 
be ſure huſſy, you never open your lips of 
this unlucky job, which came by jobbing, 
to any chriſtian ſoul, and obſerve punctu- 
ally what J ſhall fay to you; Did you ne- 
ver take notice E the young eſquire that 
comes here ſometimes; yes, madam, faith 
ſhe; well take ſpecial notice of him next 
time, and he ba promiſed to be here to- 
morrow : behave /yourſelf diſcreetly, and 
ſhow him a pleaſant countenance: and 
when you ſpy me talking with the reſt of 
the company, dart a favourable, faſcinating 
glance upon him, caſt a ſheep's eye at 
him, do you underſtand me, girl? yes, 
madam-; obſe ve my directions? if he will 


keep you in diſcourſe, anſwer him mogeſt- 


Iy, if he proffers you marriage, return him 
thanks innocently, but witha give him to 
underſtand that you know not what it is, 
nor do you deſire to learn: if he offers you 
a preſent either of gold or filyer, be ſure 
you refuſe it harmleſsly ; but if it be with 
a jewel, diamond, or ring, do as maids 
uſe to do, deny it modeſtly at firſt, ſay 
a D 3 | nay, 
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nay, and then take it, When he takes 
his leave of you, aſk him mildly when you 


. hall ſee him again. 


This noble blade is but an inch of this 


ſide of a natural, has a vaſt eſtate, but a 
mere town fop, whom the mother will, if 


_ poſſible, work upon to marry her daughter, 


ſo that he is in a great danger. of being 
777 ht in the net, and finely bubbled. 
Well, he repeats his viſits as cloſe as be 
of, one upon the neck of the other; is 
very well received, ſplendidly treated, and 
after dinner withdraws with the young la- 


955 and complements her apart from the 


company, takes her by the hand, and thus, 


like a fool as he is, accoſts her: madam, I 
with with all my foul that you knew but 
the thoughts of my heart Alas, lir, that's 


- 3mpoſfible, bub "a © ho diſcover them; hot 
Hope you think 


hat I would willingly have you know, 


and that without my telling it. Truly, 
' fir, faith ſhe, and uſhers her diſcourſe with | 
a charming ſmile; I cannot divine, and 
therefore tis impoſſible for me to under- 


ſtand you. If I thought, madam, you 
e not be diſpleaſed, I would faithfully 
diſcover them. Sir, replies the young la- 
dy, you. have your freedom to ſay what 


you pleaſe; for I have. fo, good an opinion 


of you, / that I preſume you can ſay no- 
thing but what is commendable and civil. 
e ſaith he, 57 am a perſon, I muſt 
83 © confeſs 


— 


no harm. Upon my 
faith, = I, madam, nor any thing but. 
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Eonfeſs unworthy to kiſs your hands, and 
dare not preſume to marry ycu, being a 
lady adorn'd with all nature's perfections; 
but if you pleaſe to do me that honour, 
(expect no ceremony from me, madam) 1 
dare boaſt-from 'my heart that I could love 
you with all my ſoul, and that no man can 
love you better, nor ſerve you with that 
ſubmiſſion and affection that I can and 
will, for T reſolve never to forſake you, let 
what will befall me, and J ſhall be as ten- 
der of your reputation as my own. I re- 
turn you thanks, fir, faith ſhe, but I be- 
ſeech you, ceaſe your diſcourſe, do not harp 
upon that ſtring any longer; for I know 
not what it means, nor will I learn, that's 
flat and categorical. This diſcourſe would 
. offend my mother, if it ſhould reach her 
ear. Faith, madam, your mother is a very: 
good woman; but, if you pleaſe, your mo- 
ther ſhall know nothing of it, I will be 
wholly directed by — commands. Whey 
do you fay fo, fir, I am confident it would 
not be for your good, neither would your 
friend adviſe you to any ſuch thing: pray, 
tir, forbear this kind of talk, for if my mo- 
ther ſhould hear it I am utterly undone. 
[Here the mother gave her a nod, ſeeing them 
both very earneſt in aijcourſe, for fear fhe 
ſhould miſcarry, and not act her part well.) 
Then the nettled youth claps a ring in 
her hand, and begs of her to accept it 
for his fake; indeed, fir, I ſhall not; I be- 
ſeech you, madam, wear it for my ſake; 
Wot!” D 4 well, 
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well; ſir, ſaith ſhe at laſt, ſince it muſt. be 
ſo it ſhall be fo, and I will wear it upon 
your account, 

Then the mother comes. to him, and 
tells him, to-morrow, fiu, we deſign to ride 


a little way out of town, to take the freſh. 


air; at which he rejoiceth z when the time 
of departure is come, the buſineſs is ſo or- 
dered, that there is never 'a horſe in the 


company carries double but the young gen- 


tleman's, at which he is not a little pleaſed; 
ſo it falls out happily, that his miſtreſs is 
ſet behind him, who hugs the pummel of 


ner ſaddle for her own ſecurity. I leave 


you to judge whether he likes his company 
or no; the gentleman is very near the net; 
tor this journey was only, undertaken to 
catch the widgeon; he keeps cloſe to his 
- miſtreſs, and when the mother finds an op- 
Portunity, the enquires of her daughter how 
. dquares go, and ſhe tells her all: from 


bencefor ward, faith ihe, daughter, what» 
ever you do carry yourſelf diſcreetly, if he 
talks of marrying you, tell him you muſt 


acquaint me wich it, but withal, that he is 
the only man in the world you love, and 
that you will never have any but him. 
Then they take a walk in the garden, then 
he takes her by the hand, and ſays, fine 
lady, take pity. of me I beſcech- you : pray 
ir talk no more on't, for if you do I will 
' forſake your company. Spare me one word 
more without offence, if you would be 
Pleaſed, 49 £rOWn. me with this Wee 
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I ſhould take it for the greateſt honour that 
was ever confer'd upon mortal. Sir, faith 
ſhe, it muſt be propoſed to my relations, 
or elſe I can fay nothing to't: if I thought 
they would approve of it I would propoſe 
it myſelf; for God's ſake, faith the cun- 

ning gipſy, have a care that you do not ſay 
a word of my propoſing any ſuch thing, 
for I ſhould die through ſhame, if any ſuch 
thing ſhould be faid of me; not I upon my 
faith, madam, and then away he goes to 
the mother, and diſcourſes the buſineſs ſo 
reſpectively, that it is concluded, and they | 
make up the match immediately, the ſooner 
the better, all things conſidered,” fot? Hans 
in Kelder's ſake: now the poor gentleman 


is in the net, and no body as yet knows of 


it, but at laſt it comes to the ears of his 
parents, who are grieved at the very heart, 
knowing it to be too inferiour a match ſor 
their ſon: thus they are wedded in haſte, 
and may repent at leiſure, he was married 
without licence, unaſked at church, with- 
out any ceremony, any way in the world 
ſo that the buſineſs be once over. Well 
night draws on, the mother takes her 
daughter to taſk, and inſtils ſome of fer 
good, motherly inſtructions into her, re- 
lating to her carriage with her huſband 
that night: ſhe charges her to put him to 
it as a virgin ought to do; and farther, - 
that as ſoon as he entered the premiſes,” 
with fome feigned reluctancy on her part, 
muſt fall into a fainting ſhriek, as if ſhe 
8 B had 
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had. fallen into a cold water in a hot fit. 
Thus the tutors her daughter to deceive the 
young fop.., 

All things hitherto. are. very well, but 
mark what follows, there is: a curſed ling 
in the tail, for within two or three months 
the young bride groans, and falls to pieces, 
it could be no longer hid, a young babe 
peeps into the world, and that. ſpoils all. 

ow all the joy is converted into ſorrow, 

and he knows not what to do with him- 

felt He is quite at a loſs: if he turns her 
away, the whole world will be acquainted 
With it, and he cannot marry again, and 
ſor her part ſhe will take care of one. 
Is an ill hen that can't ſcrape for one 
Ec eg If he keeps her. and cohabits 
with her, ſhe will never care a pin for him, 
nor he for her, there will be no love loſt 
on either ſide, I'll be bold to ſay. W ell 
all. is well that ends well, faith the good. old 
adage, and ſo ſay I too; but from ſuch 
comfort in the cloſe, from ſuch an end. as 
_ this, . Lord deliver me ! 
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The twelfth Comfort of M aTRx1MonY. 
AN D a ſweet one tis too, if you knew 
all. Our youngſter in this caſe is one 
hath beat about the net ſo long, that at laſt 
he hath found a hole to creep in at; and to 
be ſure hath verified the adage, 7ſt. bind, 
faſt find, he has tied an indiffoluble knor : 
but here is his comfort ſtill, that he hath 
married ſuch an non pareille, ſuch a match- 
leſs woman for morality, goodneſs and 
vertue, that ſhe is not to be paralleled in. 
the univerſe: he admires her diſcourſe, ex- 
tols her education, commends her deport- 
ment, dotes upon her face, is ſo captivated 
with the diſtinction of her ſex, that he. is 
raviſh'd with his choice, and boaſts of his 
prudent election: he is reſolved to let looſe 1 
the reins of government, and permit her to 
bear the ſway; nothing ſhall be done, but 
what has firſt the ſtamp of her approbation: 
the is his all, and he her nothing; nay, 
2 will find at laſt, that fhe values him 
little or nothing: he is as tame as a man, 
reduced by phlebotomy to a weakly con- 
dition, and made up of nothing but obe- 
dience. There is my man, if he has not 
forfeited his manhood, as good a huſband 
as ever laid leg over woman. If his king 
and country raiſe an army to oppoſe a 
foreign invaſion, he ſhall not ſtir a foot, 
unleſs ſhe be in the humour to permit him: 


$ - 
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he ſhall not go to the wars, for his wife is 
too tender of him to let him be ſo long 
out of her fight: — fame, he ſhall not 
march, leaſt he returns with ae or 
crippled honour, 8 
Come, come, e faith hel it 
is good fleeping in a whole ſkin; you never 
was cut out for martial enterprizes, your 
ö body is too young and tender to be expoſed 
to the hazard. and hardſhip of ruffling war: 
let others purchaſe renown, that fancy it, 
at never ſo dear 2 rate, you ſhall enjoy 
| ; yourſelf at home in peace and quietneſs: 
| thus us the ond fop abſelutely” — 2 His 
22 be has him fa , and fell not looſe an 
inch of ber hold. 7 >} 
If ſhe has a wind. to. phat and: ſport 
with her gallant, he muſt to bed; and then 
tbe gooſe ig laid to the fre. Sometimes ſhe 
puts him in mind of urgent buſineſs, and 
then he muſt riſe at midnight to diſpatch 
it; or elſe ſhe expoſes him to a journey, 
chat ſbe may have the better opportunity 
to enjoy her friend: or he muſt riſe all hours 
in t night to fetch a doctor, to cure the 
ſtitch or pain in the ſide, and expoſe him- 
elf to the injury of the weather; when in 


the interim ſhe admits her gallant, who is 


ſo bold as to ſcale the walls, creep in at 
the window, and a thouſand | ſuch little 
love- toys, to accompliſh his deſign and des 
fire. Sg. ztimes it falls out, that her friend 
hath . ed himſelf behind the hangings, . 
anc ziſchieyous little lap- dog oo 
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him out: then ſhe tells her huſband, they 
are rats and mice that he barks at, and 
perſuades him, it is the poor cur's cuſtom 
to do ſo; but at laſt ſhe frightens him a- 
way, with, Out you little foiſting cur, what 
a noiſe is here with you? and then he ſneaks 
away like a dog that has burnt his tail; 
She makes him dandle the child to fleep, 
and ſing a nocturnal lullaby to the innocent 
babe, While he like an innocent fool does 
it without murmuring: ſhe makes him carry 
the diftaff or ſpindle,” whilſt ſne is cattin 
out more work for him: ſhe ſpins a fair 
thread. at laſt, and he to his coſt finds, that 
he hath-brought his hogs to a fair market.  _ 
In ſhort, like a ſpaniel, he is made to 
fetch and carry, when, and what ſhe pleaſes: 
the poor fop never enjoys a minutes reſt, or 
content, runs through © a world of ſorrowy 
and tribulation, and ſo let him, unpitied 


ſor me; for he ſeems to be created to no 


other end. He has brought an old houſe 
over his head, which is preſently untiled, 


if he ſpeaks but one word to cor:radict 


her; ſhe has got the upper hand of him, 
and it is now too late to reclaim her: had 
he taken her down in her wedding-ſhoes, 
there might have been hopes of doing ſome 
good with her; but it is in vain, nay im- 
poſſible, to work upon her now. 
-* Thus he grows aged through care, grief, 
and vexation ; is ſlighted by his dame, like 
an old faulkner, or to ſpeak more pro- 
6 perly, like an old wife, the wor/l of creatures, + 
+ Me > | IK: good 
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good for nothing. His, or rather her, do- 
meſtick affairs, he muſt not w 
with, ſhe is the domina fac totum; and if 
of her daughters be marriageable, ſne 
ditoſerh. of them to wham ſhe pleaſeth, 
without his conſent or approbation: if 
they are well match'd, well and good if 
ill, he dares not find fault with it, much 
leſs upbraid her for it. She plays the wo- 
man exactly, and will have her will in 
every thing, right or wrong, there is no 


' gainſaying, unleſs he has a mind to make 


wle houſe too hot to hol. 

Now 1 appeal to all ene nen, * — 
greater. torment can there be to a man than 
uch a ruling houſewife? what greater plague 
ib a husband than 1 - domineering wife? © 
O "the unutterable comfort of fucd an | eaſy, 
. ' pleaſant life, where t necks woman takes all 
the burthen upon her own ſhoulders,” manages 
all affaurs at home and abroad, and he not ſo 
much as concerned with any; lives happily and 
free from the cares and turmoils of a wedded 
life, dies with grief and ſhame to ſee himſelf 

2 conquered by his wife, and ſo ſneaks out of 
5. world, quite weary of it, without pity or 
|  compaſſhn. There let him reft quietly in his 

graves that never. did in his life-time, with- 
| ut epitaph or monument, but that everlaſting 
one of his folly, that he hath fe behind wy. 
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The thirteemb Comfort of MATRIMONY« 


PH! S zentleman we are to treat of here, 
is of a quite different temper from the 
laſt; who will not be ruled by his wife, 
but is of a noble martial ſpirit, and runs in 
purſuit of honour and fame. He is re- 
ſolved to venture his life and fortune in his 
prince's ſervice beyond ſea; and in order 
thereunto firſt acquaints his wife with his 
unſhaken reſolution. She embraces and 
careſſes him with tears in her eyes: alas! 
my dear, ſaith ſhe, can you have, the heart 
to forſake me and the pledges of our love, 
theſe ſweet babes? will you now deſert me, 
and leave me and my children to the wide 
world, comfortleſs and husbandleſs, when 
we have lived ſo contentedly, as man and 
wife, for ſome years together? My dear, 
faith he, I muſt go, my honour lies at 
Make, wake 1 Cure 9 life,. and. the 
world beſides. I muſt obey my king, or 
. forfeit my loyalty, and the eſtate that I 
hold of his majeſty by tenure to ſerve him 
in his wars: but in grace of God I hope to 
fee you ſuddenly, if he pleaſe to continue 
my life and health, and he is beſt able to 
provide for you. Thus he takes leave of 
his wife with a heavy heart, and ſhe is as 
big with ſeeming ſorrow at their parting 
, recommending her, and his children to the 
care and tuition of his friends, As foon 
EET Ns as 
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as he arrives at the camp, he being an ac- 
tive brave ſoul, .cannet, reſt without. ſome 
attempt to Nighalize bis valour; attacks the 
enemy. with ſo briſk an aſſault, that he 
| cleats all h fore him, ſo the diſpute con- 
tinues hot on both ſides a conſiderable time: 
but at laſt, Iſtimulated by honour and glory, 
preſſes tod far into the body of the enemy, 
and the poor gentleman has the misfortune 
to be taken priſoner; and there is kept 
three or fout years, before he can procure 
an exchange or ranſom to obtain bis liber- 
ty- His lady is very inquiſitive after his 
welfare, and at laſt receives ſome ſlight and 
aincertain- information of his death, which 
che ſeems to take very grievoully, and falls 
into an exceſs of forrow-: but certainly, 
women were not created only to weep; 
| _—_ inordinate grief is prohibited and 
God be thanked, in a very ſhort 
= this. grief is over, and The is married 
to another. © The entire affection ſhe: bad 
for her former husband and his jflue is 
quits forgot and loſt; all her fond carefſes 
and embraces before” and at his departure, 
are butied With him, as ſhe thinks, in ob- 
Nvion without hopes of a reſurrection: ſhe 


* 


Mews more love to the ſecond, than the - 


did to her firſt husband; but that: fickle 
baggage Fortune will bave it ſo, that her 
husband at length is releaſed, returns home, 
though much decay'd and broken by the 
ſeverity of his impriſonment, and che hard 
ulſage he received from the enemy. Fe 55 
9 0 . 
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No ſooner arrived, but he makes diligent 
enquiry after his wife and children, and 
the thought of their miſcarriage did cer- 
tainly much aggravate the affliction and 
rief of his captivity: at laſt he under- 
fands the diſmal and unwelcome news of 
her ſecond marriage: now judge you, what 
a confuſion he is in at this ſtabbing: rela- 
tion. The anguiſh of Priam, king of 
Troy, when be was acquainted with the 
death of Hector, was not certainly com- 
parable to his: at laſt he comes home, and 
is fully informed of all the particulars, 
What a diſtraction he now is in may poſ- 
fibly - be faintly, imagined, but never be 
5 ] fully expreſt: what courſe to ſtęer „ or how 
to grapple with this misfortune, is a con- 
troverſy that cannot well be deſeribed. 
What puniſhment doth ſhe deſetve ta 
have inflicted upon her for faithleſneſs 3 
As he is a man of courage and honour, | he 
can never be ſo puny- ſpirited as to put uß 
this injury unſatisfied, nor can he buckle ta 
ſo tame and unmanly a condeſcention, as 
to re- admit her. into his bed, though her 
husband ſhould diſpence with it. On the 
other fide, he who married her laſt muſt 
needs be very much diſturbed at this un- 
lucky buſineſs; and having been ſatiatecl 
with her, muſt hate and forſake her, for © 2 
love and empire never admit of co- rivals. 
And what a ſad caſe is ſhe in by her over- 
forwardneſs and eredulity? She has = } 


1 
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her reputation, both her husband's and her 
own honour, hath buried all her mod 


in the grave of infamy, and expoſed herſelf 
to the virulent tongues of carping momi; 
her children will be afMlifted and diſturbed 
at the misfortune of the mother, the vexa- 
tion of the father, and conſequently at the 
ber of both their parents. | 
Thus they two, who might have lived 
 edinfortably all their days, by this unlucky 
accident are like to live miſerably; to 
whom length of days, the greateſt happi- 
_neſs on earth, will prove their greateſt 
miſery. Marry they muſt not, cannot, 
dare not. This is one of the defirable 
- Comforts of Matrimony: one of the en- 


 joyments of a wedded life: one of | the 


pleaſures of a coupled condition. They 


© miuft live aſunder without hepes of a re- 


union; he muſt die a wedded widower, 
ee ans unhappy m ery 
t both, and an PG; thoug? not 
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The fourteenth Comfort of MaT&1MONY. 


- 
* 1 


4 one, who hath taken ſuch pains to 
find a paſſage into thę net, that he is got 
in and enſnared by a young, beautiful and 
well-tempered woman; and they enjoy 
their delights and pleaſures without con- 
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E that is ſenſible of this comfort is | 


tention, or diſturbance : a happy life indem, ; 


and ſuch as might make a man thirſt after the. 


cup of matrimony. - They careſs one another 
inceſſantly, like two turtles,” for they are 
two in one united; and if the one is in the 


5 leaſt diſcompoſed, the other ſympathizetn 
in the pain and affliction: but theſe are 


| halcyon days, too ſerene and calm to laſt 


long; for the wiſe nas Fenty, and puts © 

1 happy en- ö 
joyments. The young man grows very diſ- 
conſolate, bewails night and day the. irrepa- 


2 period to all their amours 


— 


rable loſs of his wife; ſometimes: com- 
plaining of death, and othertimes of the 


Capriciouſneſs of verſatile fortune, nature s 


whirlegig, that is always turning, and never 


fxed or ſettled. Thus for ſome time he 


lives in miſery, ſhuns all ſociety, abandans 


all comfort, ruminating upon his mis for- 


tune, the deprivation of ſa goad and kind 


à comfort: he dreams of her continually, 


. thinks. of her without intermiſſion, and 
loves her memory,. 
272 BY ' But 
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hut it is as true, as old a ſaying, nullum 
violentum eft perpetuum : ſerrows are ſhort, that 
are ſbarp and violent. But after all this, 
our young gentleman, though he hath been 
once catch'd in the net, and freed, muſt- 
be for foppiſh as to venture a ſecond time: 
and is baited into it again, to his great 
grief and diſcontent; by a widow, Who 
is a perſon of quite contrary humour to his 
former wife, of a middle age. Firſt, ſhe 
carries herſelf very demurely, with tolera- 
ble diſeretion; but at length, when ſh& 
hath ſufficiently pried into his temper, and 
throughly underſtands his conſtitution; then 
ſhe begins to ſnew her teeth, and play upon 
his diſpoſition, a fault, though incident ta Hat 
ſex, brings him to her bow, and manages 

him to her beſt advantage; ſhe ftudyi 
nothing but her own, not his ſatisfaction: 
and certainly, there are no ſuch vaſſals in 
| Sear bf. ſervitude, who are ſo enſlaved: 

as {imple young men, when linked ta 
widow'd women, eſpecially when they 
are of a croſs and ſordid humour: and he 
that is ſo unfortunate as to be reduced to 
this extremity, has no other redreſs, but to 
pray to God to grant him patienee to un- 
dergo this weighty afffiction; if that won't 
do, che 8 sis to have a ſilken 
halter, and ſo ſtrangle himſelf, together 
with his miſery. Now ſhe begins to ap- 
pear-in her colours: ſhe grows jealous of 
him, the very bane of a married life, and is ſo 

inſatiable, that ſhe is diſſatisfied, if he be 


bdut 
4 : 
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but a minute out of her embraces, cannot 
endure him out of her ſight, and every wo- 
man he caſts an eye upon he luſts after. 
When widows meet with young fleſh, 
they cheriſh it, becauſe it renews! their 
ſtrength and vigour; and there is nothing 
more noiſom, or prejudictal to a young 
man's health, than à laſcivious, ' draining 
old wife: yet I look upon an old man to 
be the greater brute of the two, who ſmugs 
and trims himſelf up with all artificial or- 
naments to make him appear youthful, and 
then marries a young girl. That is a 
moſt intolerable piece of vanity, a foppery 
neither to be allowed, nor imitated ; his 
nauſeous breath , proceeding from the cor- 
ruption of decayed Jungs, muſt need offend 
beyond expreſſion; coughing, ſneezing, 
ſpawling, groaning and ſpitting, though not 
a word of ſpitting in the right baſon, muſt 
needs be very unacceptable to youth, if 
not odious and Joathſome. ; TOP LIS > 
But to return to our young gentleman, 
taken in the net a ſecond time, the greater 
His folly, his wife grows ſo greedy after 
man's fleſh, that ſhe could find in her heart 
to turn ſhe-canibal, and devour it: ſhe is 
ſtark mad with jealouſy, and if he goes to 
church, with never fuch real, pious and 
devout intentions, ſhe ſuſpects he has ſome 
ſiniſter and wicked deſigns. I am apt to 
believe, there can be no real love without 
ſome ſmack or ſpice of jealaouſy: for cer- 
tainly, no man or woman would match 
SF": | themſelves 


4 


let me enjoy my liberty 
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themſelves to à creature, who had no good 
Auality, or parts to create an inclination in 


2̃ ſecond perſon towards them, that would 
betray the fooliſhnefs of their choice: but 


this hve of jealouſy, or rather ſuſpicion, 
cecafions no domeſtick feuds, of houſhold 
jars, becauſe it is only an exceſs' "'kind- 


neſs or affection: but that which creates a 


groundleſs ſuſpicion, and diffidence of the 


plagues,” and the curſed ſting . RE 
of matrimony. | 
If theſe be the comforts of a minds: lf, 
and freedom in'a 
ſingle ſtate, and live happily without diſſa- 
| tisfaQtion or diſturbance. I do not in the 
AI eaſt blame the ſtate of matrimony, miſtake 
mee not; but the raſh and 
tion of thoſe hot- ſpurs, that run headlong 


into that conditon,: without deliberate con- 
ſideration. Hippocrates, the famous Greek 
phyſician, hath a ſmart ſaying, and very 


pertinently: applicable to our young gentle-" 
man, vetulam non noui, cur morior? I never 
wedded an old wife, and why ſhould I die? 


It had been well for him, if he had laid 


this ſentence to heart, and match'd himſelf 
to one of his on youthful temper, then 
he might have lived happily and contented- 
, chough here we muſt take our leave 
of him, «gaſping for his laſt breath in 4 
eee and 6 deplorable OY 41} 
Kette 10 1 Wi "14.4 
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HParty beloved, and ends in brawling and 
cContention, muſt needs be the worſt of 


itate elec- 
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The 22 Confert of wle. 


THIS is mad Lak abate comfort 


a comfort that cannot be expreſſed 
nificantly.” Our married man here, chancech 


to meet with a woman, who is much ad- 
dicted to the ſhaking of her elbow, as well 


as of her tail; two qualities in a good 
wife, and the —_— is like to thrive 
upon it. 
2 conſiderable time undiſturbed, becauſe 


undiſcovered; but at length he finds his 


eſtate decay by her expenſive gaming, 
ſuſpects her fidelity, 


ſible, her amorous intrigues: and one d 


* as fate would have it, he enters her chunt 4 


ber privately, and ſurprizeth her in the very 


action, or in 2 800 een a: wanton | | 


poſture. 
The husband inceaſed with 192 i- and 


; fury, cannot contain himſelf any longer 


within bounds, but flies at her, gallant 
with a deſign to make him breath out his 
laſt upon the ſpot; 
him, his wife, a kind ſoul !- as it behoyes 


her; for ſhe ought not to ſtand by, and be : 
guilty. of murder, comes and embraces her 


husband: Ah ] for God's ſake, my dear, 
have a care that you do not hit an unl | 


. and be guilty of bloodſhed : \where= 


0 ; . upon 


- 7 | » _ 
- - by 
. 
- 
* 
# * - 1 
„ 
— 


This courſe of life ſhe leads for 


„ and. fs reſolved to 
watch an opportunity, to diſcover, if poſ- 


but as he is ſtriking ar - 
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upon the blade clears himſelf of his intend- 
ed aflaſſine, and ſhews him a fair pair of 
heels; it was well he was nimble-footed, 
or elſe he had an been ſacrificed to 
his fury: but fear and guilt have wings as 
well as love, and in ſhort he makes his 
eſcape. _ Ane s 1611 M 
The husband purſues him, but to no 
purpoſe; for he hath ſecured himſelf by 
| Light ;- whereupon he returns like a hungry 
rampant lion into the chamber, thinking 
to meet with his wife, and make her his 
prey; but, alas! the bird is flown. Now 
what think you, is become of this-unfortu-. 
nate and diſconſolate woman? Why, ſhe 
is fled to her relations, and acquaints them 
with al theſe paſſages in a mournful 
dialect, with ſome ſeeming regret. 
Alt this relation all the whole family is 
in an uproar; ſometimes blaming him for 
his ſeverity, but her, moſt of all, for her- 
impudence and indiſcretion. The wife 
palliates the buſineſs to her mother, at 
Hill; but, upon ſtrict examination, con- 
fleſſes, with fighs and tears, the whole 
matter (the mother underſtanding very well 
boy to manage a cauſe of this nature, who 
had herſelf been guilty of the ſame miſcar- 
. Triage, though with more privacy and fe- 
crecy, without injury to her reputation, by 
- fo. palpable and notorious a diſcovery). 
Well! they meet and conſult how to 
ſſmmother the buſineſs, and by menaces on 
_ the one hand, and intreaties on the Bare 


- 
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hand, to reduce the eaſy natur'd husband 
to a better temper, and 7 all means poſſi- 
ble, to patch up a reconci iation, and make 
peace between them. E 
In order thereunto, firſt they tamper with 
his chamber- maid; a procureur d amour, a 
procuring bawd, or female pander to her 
Miſtreſs's luſt, aud they ask her how it is 
with ber Maſter, ſince this unlucky diſaſter? 
To whom ſhe replies, He is in a very deſ- 
perate condition, hath taken no ſuſtenancè 
at all fince that misfortune happened, nor 
had any reſt or ſleep to refreſh him. When 
he ſat down to dinner, this day, he did not 
ſwallow ſo much as one morſel, his ſto- 
mach was too weak to entertain food: 
then he ſets as melancholy as one that ig 
hypocondriacal, has a gaſtly wan look, as 
if grief had drunk up all the colour of his 
fasse. Sometimes he wrings his hands, 
ſhakes his head, bites his fingers ends, 3 
takes the knife and ſticks it in the table, 82 
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and afterwards throws it away with great 


indignation. Then preſently, on a ſudden, 
ſtarts up and takes a promenade in the gar- 

den, but returns with a diſtracted look, be- 
fore he had paſſed thirty yards: he can 
neither ſit nor ſtand ſtill one minute in a 
place: night and day he ſighs and be- 
moans himſelf, that it would extort pitx 


from a barbarikn to ſee him in this lad 1 


condition. 
Well! at length, after abr time aluplad; 
when they judged the _ Was ſomewhat 
; 3 Over 
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over, and that he was grown more cool 
'and temperate, ſome of the moſt forward 
and crafty of that female 
friends and relations attacks the husband, 
like the northern wind, bluſteringly ; and 
the tempeſt being over, ſtrike fail, and diſ- 


courſe. with a great moderation and ſub- 


tilty; commending his wife for her vertue, 
modeſty and piety; (a pious devil indaed) and 
that they have known her for ſeveral years 
to live like a modeſt wife, with an unſtain- 
ed reputation, obedient to yourſelf, re- 


ſpectiye to her neighbours, and civil to all 


perſons of both ſexes. Now, for you 


openly to defame her, to the ruin of her 


Honour, upon ſome imaginary ſurmize, is. 


; _ unkind and injurious in fo high a nature, 


that you can never make her amends. Be- 


' ſides, fir, let me be plain vaith you, in a 


| buſineſs of ſo great cFoncernment, ſay, or 
think what you will, to my own certain 
knowledge, two perſons may be cloſely 
engaged in «diſcourſe . together, in a very 


friendly poſture, and yet not de the thing 


that you imagine, nor ever ſo much as en- 
tertain à thought of ſo ciſloyal and im- 
modeſt an action, as to defile their huſ- 


- - band's bed. What he might, like a bold 


ruſnan attempt, I will not here diſpute, 
that is none of my pretence, but foreign to 
the matter in hand: yet this I will confi- 


deptly aver, and maintain againſt all oppo- 


- {ition, that there is no man breathing, that 
pour lady hates like this villain, who hath 


gang of her 


* 
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ſo raſhly brought an old houſe , over her 
head; nay, 1 am ſatisfied, in my con- 


ſcience, that ſhe would ſooner ſee him ſuf- 
fer the moſt ignominious death that ever 
was executed upon the moſt notorious cri- 
minal, than permit him to touch her in an 


uncivil way. Let me perſuade you to con- 


ſult your reaſon, and not thus ruffle and 


diſcompoſe yourſelf with a mere chimera, - 


or a fancy; the poor woman is ſo ſwell'd 


with tears, that ſhe hath ſcarce an eye to 
peep out of; wrings her hands, bewails 


her condition, and laments without inter- 
miſſion, the diſpleaſure you have conceived 
againſt her: it lies in your power yet to 
make up the buſineſs, with a /alvs to her, 


wy 


and your own reputation; for long ſhe can-- * - 


"not continue in this languiſhing condition, 


and I hope you do not thirſt after her blood, 1 


that wete inhuman and un- chriſtian. 


Come, come, ſir, let me tell you, you 


mult forget and forgive, if there were, 


(though I ſee no) cauſe for either, upon 
your wife's account: beſides, do you think, 
if your wife was a diſſolute woman, a Wo- 
matt of tainted reputation, that' we would. 


undervalue. ourſelves ſo much, as to keep 
her company? No, no] never cheriſh any 


ſuch thoughts in you, for that were to ſtab 


our fame and honour, as well as hers; 
Nay, fir, I muſt tell you farther, I have 


n acquainted with her from her child- 


hood, and am fo fax from knowing harm 


_ - 


2 | FE by 


my own' eyes. 


— . _————_ _ 
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by her, that I dare maintain, ſhe has been 
the pattern of vertue in this country.” 


What! ſaith the husband, will you per- 
ſuade me out of wy ſenſes ?' I ſaw it with 


n good faith, it is no 
ſuch thing, ſay what you will: the ſenſes 


are fallable, for want of a proper medium, 


or through ſome weakneſs or imperfection 
in the optics.” O brave dame! well philo- 


ſophiſed, I proteſt : we uſed to ſay, ſeeing 
i believing ; but in this caſe, a man, muſt 
not believe his own eyes. 


Well, the husband begins to be of 2 


more ſedate and ſerene temper, and con- 


ſiders with himſelf, that jealouſy caſts a 


miſt before the light, and makes a man 
ſee double, or very imperfectly: ſo now he 
is reſolved, tamely, to put up all wrongs, 


wipe his mouth, and be ſilent for the fu- 


ture: the women ſmile to {ze the buſi- 


neſs ſo well managed, promiſe to bring 


them together again, and take their leave 


of him for the preſent. Thus the facil 
gentleman is convinced of his error, and 


is very much troubled, that ever he enter- 
-rained ſuch a thoughts and fo he receives 
His wife again, and all things are buried in 


their mind embraces. ©” 
Now what think you will be the iſſue 
_ ofiall this? She, upon this, grows inſo- 


lent, and hits him in the teeth with hig re- 


cognition and acknowledgment, upbraiding 
him with the i N he had done her. The 
8580 
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gallant and neighbours muſt be treated 
_—_ a coſtly colation to put up the buſineſs, 
and now they may enjoy themſelves with=- 
out controul ; her friend careſſes her, and 
ſhe him, one good turn, you know, de- 
ſerves another, and ingratitude is the 
blackeſt of crimes. Thus ſhe is a lady 
paramount, conſumes his eſtate with gam- 
ing, wattes' his body with grieving him, 
perſecutes his ſoul, till it takes its flight; 
and ſo at laſt, loaden with years and cares, 
is wafted over in Charon's ferry, to the 
elyſian ſnades; and there is an end of his 
mn | 


- 
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N OW we are come into the 9 8 and | 
{paſt through the better half of our 
matrimonial ſolaces, we will diſcourſe a 
little of this ſixteenth, which is a poor and 
pitiful comfort indeed: for here penury + 
and pertinacy are wedded together, as 
well az man and wife, both of them are 
children of the mean moible, a 4 
, vulgus, or what you pleaſe to term them; 
mean in parentage, as well as in parts and 
purſe, he but of ordinary, and ſhe of no 5 
extraordinary mold: yet in time, after ſore” © 
years co-habitation and co-operation, they - 
are bleſt with a numerous company of. brats 
> (chargeable bleſſings indeed, and fitter for th: 
b pariſp to maintain than this couple ): they 
41 5 drudge, 8 


tts at one end of the houfe, like the image 


* 
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drudge, moil, toil, and do all that can as 


be ſounded in the ear with another diſmal 
ſtory; and you know very well, or at leaft 


were not ſo cautious as to make previfion 
before they engaged themſelves raſhly in 
that incumbe!it duty. 


| . 
Thus the good man, aſter a hard days 


- Duttifh effgy of Charity, with one child 


upon the ground graſping her knees, and 
he reſt about them crying for bread, bawl- 


 Woubt, enough to drive a man out of his wits, 
Vor not having ſo much previous wit, as to con- 


yet be required; but by and by you muſt 


* - 
oO = mne — 4 


I will inform you, that it is an old proverb 
with the plrlegmatic butter- box, when any 
thing is done effectually and to purpoſe, 
they ſay, it is performed as poor men get chil- 
aren, But to proceed, if they prove negli- 
gent, the craving appetite of the bawling 
and pratling babes will ſoon weary- them 
into a remembrance of their parental office, 
in providing ſor their family, ſince they 


drudgery, having been at it before the ſun 
appeared in our hemiſphere, and continued 
It till he is gone to beſtow his kind in- 
fluence upon the antipodes; who, when 
tired nature requiring ſome refreſhment, 


- 
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of a ſlovenly mechanic; and ſhe, like the 
at her breaſt, a ſecond in her lap, a third 
ing for drink, : ſcreaming to be undreſt, 


gaping and yawning to be laid to fleep: 
{a charming noiſe, and raviſhing harmony no 


\ 
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ler it before) thus they have both their 
E Ys . hands 


""_ N v. 
rocks the cradle, and ſhe feeds the hungry 
family, all. little enough to ſatisfy the 
grumbling of their craving maws. 


Having been thus, for fome years, /olaced 
with the comforts of 'matrimoy, he begins 


to find his wedded life irkſome, which. 


makes him neglect his affairs, flights his 


buſineſs : charges ſtill enereaſing, and trade 
decaying, now he has taken heart, and re- 


ſolves for the future, to make uſe of the 
too common mode of theſe times, te turn 
a good-fellow, frequent the tipling houſe 
more than formerly, and his ſhop leſs: 
nay, if his ſtock will at any time reach it, 
he will ge to the tavern, and there ſing ol 
roſe, ro, G night and the conſtable hes: 


| who ſummon all to go to their reſt and ha- 
bitations: then he reels home with empti- 
neſs in his pocket, rage in his zooks, and 


103 a 
hands and heart full, God help them, he 


vexation in his heart; and there he meets 


with a ſecond re- encounter worſe than the 


former, from his wife, 4 demefrick, but Joes C4 


times untameable animal. 


Well, Thomas! faith ſhe, doſt thou think 
that Jam able to endure this curſed life? 
Or can you imagine, that I muſt de con- 


fined at home, with a parcel of children 
about / my ears, without bread or drink to 
put in their heads, whilſt you are revellin 
abroad night and day, among your ſottiſh 
companions : I cannot bear it any longer, 


but am. reſolved to go abroad too, and then 


* you agar care and provide for the chil- 


E 4 | . dren; 
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dren: I will learn out your haunts, and 


find you out if you are above ground, never 
fear it; and then aſſure yourſelf, I will ring 
du and your drunken 5 ſuch a peal, 

as ſhall ſoon break up your company. 
He being heated with drink, and natu- 
rally a ſurly ſower fellow, lays his brawny 
arms upon her, and corrects her for. her 
ſcolding, inſomuch that ſhe is forced to 


keep houſe, for a week or a fortnight, to 


prevent the battered black and blue livery 
of her eyes and face, from being diſcover- 
ed by the goſſiping neighbourhood: he in 
the interim gets up in the morning, and 
away to the ale-houſe, to refreſh himſelf, 


and torment her at home for her laſt night's | 
work. Now he is grown irretrievably Joſt, 


as to his trade and family, works ve 
little, and that more for outward ſhew 


than any thing elſe; is grown ſo bewitch- 
ed to his new gang of pot-companions, 
that he has taken a reſolution to rant, tear, 


and fling the helve after the hatchet: But 
money he muſt procure by one means or 


other, to maintain him in his debauched 


courſe of life, partly by his on inclina- 
tion, and the repeated perſuaſions of his 
beloved friends: then the houſhold movea- 


hles muſt march off, and be engaged for 
the ſupply of his extravagant expences, till 


there are no more to move out of the cot- 
tage. The poor woman at home, ſeeing 
all going to ruin and deſtruction, grows, 
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impatient at his miſcarriages, . and reſolves 
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upon her dernier effort to make her words 
good, as ſhe had formerly promiſed, the in 
a rage flies out, and is upon the queſt to 


find his haunts: at laſt, by ſome infor- 


mation, or poſſibly by mere accident ( for 
wives are very ſucceſsful in conjectures of this 


nature, even to admiration) ' ſhe hits on it, 


and in the dances with this ſalutation to 
the people at the bar, 1s my husband here? 
Yes, in ſuch a room. Away ſhe goes; and 
as ſoon as ever ſhe enters, finds them at 


the height of their mirth, ſmoaking, drink- - 
ing, ſinging, ſwearing, and what not? but 


that which exaſperates her moſt, is, a dirty 
laſs tipling amongſt them, as' impudent in 
her behaviour, as contemptible in her garb, 
but like will to like, ack will have his Gill, 


and Tone is as good as my Lady, in the dathe. 


Impatient at this bagage, that toucheth her 


-copy-hold ſo cloſely, the hurricane is nigh- 


af hand, by the black clouds of her coun- 


| tenance; and with a volley of upbraiding 
words, ſuch as jade, whore, bitch, how 


dare you keep my husband company, to 


the ruin of him and his family? Then fol- 
lows a broadſide of pots, canns, candle- 


ſticks, pipes, (and here the deſtruction of - 


pipes becomes the generation of ſloppers) and 


a hundred to one, if in this ſharp counter- 


ſcuffle, no great miſchief be done, ſhe cer- 
tainly gives the gentlewoman ſome ſhght 
mark of her honeſty, which ſhe certainly 


carries to her grave. In this confuſed ſcene * | 
of rage and fury, the ſurprize doth abaſh 
_ \ E 5 me 
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the whole company, but more anger ach 4 
her husband, infomuch, that they uſe all 
poſſible, ſmooth language, to pacify her 
wrath; which, with much ado, is effected 
by diſcharging the wench privately, by the 
conveyance of ſome back way, and 
break up the company. - 
Now he knows not what courſe to ſteer, 
ſor he is ſatisfied he ſhall never enjoy a 
quiet minute with her for the future, unleſs 
it be to Barbados or Jamaica, the u/udl re- 
ceptacle of debauch'd and cract d artificers, 
Which he ſoon effects; and fo at laſt, ha- 
| ving ſold all that he hath, ſells himſelf too, 
packs away, and is gone the firſt wind that 
»  JYerves*for his turn: leaves his children as 
-- Inheritance to the pariſh, and his wife to 
te almſhouſe, if they will be fo charitable, 
& - as to do it, conſidering her misfortune. 
Tubus you may ſoon gueſs at the iſſue of 
this comfort of matrimony, the wife is left 
this wide world to beg in, but only the ex- 
pectæncy of a ſingle pariſh to maintain ker: 
the husband is tranſported into another 
world, where, through a fiream of exceſs 
and intemperance with the heat of the 
Climate, he ſwims. into a third, in a very 
little time, and ſo dies a ſlave and ſtranger: 
imperiouſly inſulted over whilft alive, and 
when dead, quoited into a hole without the 
leaſt mourning, or indeed ſo much as a. 
Chriſtian burial, res Wot; ts 


” * 
- 
I 
" ” > 7 
. 
- . 
- 
N 9 
o 
- ” 
4. 4 | 
- * 
pe l4 
. 


, #4 
| 


5 eee 107 
| TheScvenert Confortef MarzImon r. > 


N OW th this 1 we ſhall run FOOTER © - 
petty. jury, and a half of pretty ad - 
petty comforts too, though this exceeds all 
that is pre- mentioned, and may afford ſome 
_ diverſion, but far more admiration and 
aſtoniſhment. The ftory is as followeth, - 
which wants neither truth, nor authentic 
authors to maintain it. A "gallant and he- 
roic gentleman, altogether martial, a noted 
commander, and of a very ancient extract: 
It was his good fortune, as he innocently, 
and 22 conjectured, to make his ad- 
to a young and beautiful gentlewo=, ' } 
man; 0 but ſee how that fickle baggage Fortune 
puts tricks upon eredulous mortalt) and after 
they had made and received ſeveral viſits, 
and fo united themſelves by the amorous 
chains of paſſionate and unfeigned affection. 
that they thought nothing but that cruel-. 
deftiny Atropas could ſeparate them. But 
it fell out, and very unluckly too, that the 
lady's parents, whoſe eyes are always pry- 
ing into ſuch, intrigues, by ſome means and 
rewards to encourage the diſcoveries, | to 
prevent their deſign, ſhuffled up a matcir 
between their daughter and a very great 
heir, with menaces, threats, and ſevere 
uſage; fo that weary of their carriage to- 
wards her, ſhe was at laſt compeIFd, tho” 
with mim ks and great reluc - 
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tancy, to embrace the perſon ſhe had an 
abſolute indiſpoſition, unfitneſs of mind and 
averſion for, ever likely to hinder the bene 
fits of conjugal ſociety, . namely, peace and 
comfort: but it is decreed by #law, as un- 
alterable as that of the Medes and Perſians, 
that ſhe muſt undergo. this inſupportable 
wearinels. -/ 

Ihe gentleman who in.truth was, or at 
leaſt ought to be, her husband, endeavours 
to make way for an interview with het, 
but finding all means ineffectual, ſhe being 
ſo: cloſely mew'd up, (another comfort of 
Forced marriage) by her eagle-ey'd and 
jealous husband, inſomuch that nothing 
* *couldibe tranſacted, but he muſt neceſſari- 
. ly find out, - ſo zelotybie nihil impervium : 


jealouſy is too quick-{ighted to be diſap- 
23 y q 8 


pointe by any endeavours whatſoever. 


Whereupon he rofolves. to take other mea- 


ſiures, and therefore in great. diſcontent, 


- Teeing he could not poſſibly procure ſight 
.of — fo. much admired and beloved, he 


. * quits his native country, to travel in queſt 


of ſome comfort in foreign parts. We 
will now leave him in his journey, and re- 
turn to ſee how this new married lady 
bears her affliction. She poor Inamorata, 
\ though diſappointed of enjoying the ſole 
object of her love, (what a curſed humour is 
his of parents, for a cram'd coffer to "_ 


tem 10 the land of affiiftion ?) cannot 


. debarred the priyiledge 'of thought; 5 5 
therefore to manage t at, with the greater 
"ES ' prudence | 


* N 7 


_ —_ 6 — * 


' of MATRIMONY. 109 
prudence and privacy, the affects retire- 
ment; and there bewails her misfortune - : 
in the enjoying this man, as well as in the . } 
utter loſs of her abſent lover, which proy'd 
too true at laſt to her own deſtruction, 

thinks hourly of the bliſsful and harmleſs -- 
embraces of her valiant, Mars, the mutual 
and -innocent proteſtations that paſſed be- 
' tween the at every aſſignation, the po- 
ems, acroſticks, anagrams, and the whole 
*artillzry of love that they uſed between one 
another. 83 0 1 
This was her ſole delight, her daily Þ 
pleaſure, and all the contentation that ſhe I 
ever enjoyed in her matrimonial, though 
unfortunate condition: and tho' all theſe 
private ſolaces were ſhrouded with all ho—- 
neſt and modeſt contrivances, yet her car- 
riage to her huſband did not ſeem fo oblig- 
ing to him as he thought he might de- 
ſerye, and therefore could impute it to no-— 
thing but unto the ſudden diſappointment 
of the gentleman who formerly courted 
her; who would certainly have ſtudied to 
procure his deſtruction by ſome means or 
other, but that he knew he had deſerted 
the country, and went away Incognito, ſo 
that there was no great fear or probability 
of his coming to careſs his lady; but alas, 
he is miſtaken, for his end is by ſuperiour 
power otherwiſe appointed. And now let 
us return to our traveller: when he arrived 
at the place, there happened to be war in 
thoſe parts, who being magnanimous and 
r martial, 


- 
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martial, having loſt his Iady, ſcorn'd his 


life, he went immediately into the wars, 
aud was entertained according to his deſert 


and quality; the enemy being near at hand 


he accoutred himſelf for an attack, which 
he did attempt with that briſkneſs and va- 


lour among thoſe in the front, that nothing 


but one ſtimulated by love, and « contempt 


of his life and perſon, could haye ever 10 
valiantly performed; but behold the un- 
lucky chance of war! e ee 
He in this over-manful aſſault received a 


mortal wound, to the great grief of thoſe 
wiho were ſpectators of his valour and cou- 


rage; whereupon he was immediately 
brought off, and convey'd to his own 
Jodgings, where arrived, he languiſheth 


ſome time, and a little before his death he 
Called an ancient ' ſervant to him, whoſe 
fidelity and truth he had often experienced, 

and told him, that he had, at this juncture 


of time, a weighty buſineſs to unboſom to 
him, and intruſt him with conjuring him 


by all imaginable obliging expreſſions and 
; Tefires — it effected, which was as ſol- 
lowetn. | DE of. 
I am ſenſible, ſaith 
near my expiration, and therefore after my 


he, that I am very 


death produre ſome ſurgeons to open my 


body, take the heart out of my breaſt, and 
put it into an earthen pot, that it may be 
baked to the conſiſtence of a fine pow- 


der, and having ſo done, put it into a 


| handſome box with this bracelet of hair, 


that 
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that he had about his left wriſt (being We”: 
lock of his lady before mentioned) then 
place it in the powder, together with this 
little billet or note, written with my own 
blood to her, and after you have beſtowed 
upon me the rites of a decent and chriſtian 
burial, make all pdſſible ſpeed to her in 
her own country, which you know very 
ll, as well as her place of reſidence, and 
eliver the ſaid box, to her own hands. 
The old true ſervant did perform all that 
his maſter had given him in command, 
and ſo departed; arriving with great expe- 
dition at the country and place deſigned 
by his maſter; and coming one day to her 
houſe, he unluckily, though unexpecteely, 
was ſurpriſed by the lady's huſband, who 
knew him very well, and that he was fer- _ 
vant to that gentleman who formerly made- 
applications to his lady, and examined him 
with- a brow-beaten ſeverity, and finding 
him timorous and hefitating in his diſ- 
courſe and replies, made no more ado but 
ranſack d him, and found the foremen< 
tioned box in his pocket, with the note, 
which ſpecifted what was contained in in 
it; her husband upon this diſmiſt the aged 
ſervant with menaces, charging him never 
more to approach his houſe upon his own. 
peril, and fo the poor ſervant departed e 
infecta, and maſter's commands unaffected, 
though by misfortune, as he thought cer- 
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The gentleman thereupon ſpeedily re 
enters his houſe, ſends for his cook, jo 
delivers him the powder, and withal charg- 


ing him to make ſome ſmall ſavoury difh of 
it, without loſing the leaſt particle of it, 


upon the forfeiture of his abſolute diſplea- 2 


ſure, becauſe it was a. very coſtly cordial, 

and commanded him to bring it in himſelf | 
after the laſt courſe at ſupper, and the 
cook did ſo accordingly. As ſoon as it 
. was placed on the table, he. ordered all 


B . _ Perſons to quit the room, which was no 


ſooner ſaid than done; and ſo began to en- 
ter into a moſt. ſerious diſcourſe with his 
. wife 3 how that ever ſince his marriage he 
obſerved her dejected, melancholick carri- 
age, and he did very much feaf that it 
was - occaſion'd by ſome inward conſump- 
tion, therefore he had made proviſion of a 
very ſovercign remedy, which he was ve 
well fatished would cure her _ infallibly; 
thereupon he made her eat it all up, and 


| When the had ſo done in obedience to him, 


very earneſtly importun'd. him to diſcover 
what it was, who told her for ſatisfaction 
at laſt, that ſhe had eaten her firſt cour- 


} _er's heart, ſo drew the box out of his 


pocket, and ſhewed her the note and brace- 
let, at which, in a ſudden tranſportation, | 
uſher d with a deep ſigh, ſhe ſaid, this is 
precious indeed, and lick'd the dich clean, 
ſay ing, it is ſo precious, that 'tis pity any 
other meat ſhould be taken down aftei it; 
ſus ſhe went to bed, and made good her 
4 4 | - | Words, 
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words, for in the morning the was found 
ſtone-dead. | 
Now I preſume” you are fatinfed with the 
ſtrangeneſs of this unparallelled comfort, 
the mere effects of a compulſive marriage 
againſt reaſon, ſenſe, and nature, to the 
ruin of their own daughter, and the death 
of a worthy and valiant gentleman, though 
both to be commended as much for thęir 
fidelity and conſtancy, as much as the pa- 
rents to he blamed for their violence and 
covetouſneſs, though ſhe had at the laſt the 
two hearts joined together, in ſpight of fa- 
ther and fate, though upon my heart I can- 
not away with this kind of cannibal-like 
and. unnatural conjunction. 

Thus with them ends the Seventeenth K 
| n | tang | 
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Te Eighteenth Comfort, of MaTR1- 


MON. 


A : ; =- 


1 AND this will appear to be more ſtrange 


and incredible than all thoſe that pre- 
ceed, by reaſon of its villany, and the fatal 


conſequences thereof. Here a gentleman . 


of good learning and education, but better 
fortune, who by the conſent of his parents 


is diſpoſed of to as opulent a gentlewoman, 


and every way correſpondent fo him in 


youth, parts, and portion : he careſſes with 


hot and frequent addrefles of love; wiſhes 


that he might grow to her threſhold, that 


he might have the frequent fruition of her 
never enough admired ſociety; ſhe returns 
anſwer to all his fervent applications, with 


a moſt becoming and charming modeſty ; | 
fo that upon the ſtricteſt obſervations of 


their mutual deportment, nothing can be 


diſcern'd but a matchleſs, amorous pas on 
between them reciprocally. When à con- 


venient time is thus ſported away, by ma- 
king their amours, the nuptial ceremony 
(after preparations neceſſary in affairs of 


this nature) is celebrated, and nothing but : 
jdy and comfort ſeems to attend their. co- 


habitation, which, for continuance of time, 


delicious viands, luxurious wines, together 


with all ſorts of other liquors, balls, mu- 
ſick, jollity, and other diverſions, indeed 


for plenty of all things, beſides the nu- 
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merous train of invited gueſts, ſervants, 
and attendants, was never exceeded; nay, 
"tis yet a queſtion unanſwered, whether 
ever equallized in this preſent, or. ſome 
preceding ages. After the ceremony of 
ſolemnization is over, they love as affecti- 
onately, live as ſplendidly, as their port 
can poſſibly bear, and further too, (as you 
will ſpeedily be ſatisfied) in their country 
caſtle, during the refreſhing and healthful 


ſummer, to enjoy the benefit of the air, 


the pleaſantneſs of their evening prome- 
nade, the delightful proſpects of the meads, 
paſtures, fruitful and delightful fields of 

corn, and all thoſe inexpreſſible ſatisfac- 
tions that uſually attend the ſerenity of a 
rural life, and when wearied or rather re- 


freſhed. with theſe pleaſures, return to their 


city apartment, either for the management 


affairs, or enjoyment of the variety and 
choice of the more genteel and better fort 


of company. Here they both ſoon obtain 
by their parts and pence, acquaintance f 
all forts and tempers, ſo that tis impoſſible * 
in fuch a world of people but they muſt 
neceſſarily meet thoſe that comply with 


them in temper to gratify.. To plays, re- 


vels, maſques at court they daily reſort, 
and to other places when they receive in- 
formation of . ſo that there is ns 
; *publick treat or diverſion can poſſibly eſ- 
cape, and in fmall time, gaining great ac 
quaintance, and that with great ones too, 
According as the times, He muſt needs ren- 
. # 5 | counter, 
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counter, as well as his lady, with no ſmall 
or trivial temptations. . After they have 


ſtteered this courſe ſome years, the real e- 


ſtate ſinks and i impairs alſo too ſenſibly, and 
which is worſt of all, they both prove im- 
prolific, (and poſſibly the curſe of barren- 
neſs is the puniſhment of their debauch- 
ery) ſo that by a ſtrange kind of unuſual, 
though mutual conſent, he procures a 
chargeable miſs, and ſhe an expenſive gal- 
lant, he ſhakes his elbow and ſhe her tail, 
and in proceſs of time they. become equally. 
experienced in both theſe faſhionable quali- 
fications ; ſo that in ſome few annual revo- 
lutions, the eſtate conſumes and moulders 
away, to nothing, by mortgages and vaſt 
debts contracted, the retinue is turned off 
for want of means to ſupport them as for- 


, - merly, houſe-keeping laid aſide, and the 


| moveable goods pawn'd. or fold einn 
to maintain them. 

Upon this being ſeared = grown obſti- 
mately profligate, and ſenſeleſs of their va- 


nity and impiety, through cuſtomary ſin- 


ning they ele how to repair their con- 
ſumptive and almoſt expired fortunes, by 
injurious, illegal, baſe and ſordid actions, 
which at length brings them to a ſhameful 
Tataſtrophe, being both too haughty and 


high- ſpirited to live in a low and deſpicable 


condition; therefore he turns pad, and ſhe» 
*. buttock, and file, (that is highwayman and pick- . 
pocket whore,. in plain honeſt Engliſb, ac- 
ie to the canting of the roguiſh crew) 


into 
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into which they are now admitted and ma- 
triculated. Well, what think you follows 
theſe wicked reſolutions to take up a wicked 
life? why you may ſoon gueſs, though for- 
tune ſeems to favour them for ſome time, 
ſucceſs ſeldom ſmiles long upon ſuch 
wretched undertakers, but uſually brings, 
them to condign puniſhment #poſhbly, at- 
ter ſome perpetrated: villanies, the product 
of their as yet ſucceſsful crimes,” may fur- 
niſh them with a ſtock, in caſe. of una- 
voidable neceſſity, when they are firmly 
catcht in the net of the law, as formerl7 
they were in that of matrimony. This 
may prevail once or twice by a lucky and 
chargeable event, but this proving no cau- 
tion but rather an encouràagement to repeat 
their former courſes, they go on as vigo-" 
-rouſly as before, and by ſkulking in pri- 
vate holes and obſcure receſſes, ſtave them- 
_ ſelves off from the ſtrict inquiſitian of juſ= 
tice; but at length, for now their wicked 
reign is near its period, ſome crafty offl- 
cers, accuſtomed to be employed in ſuck 
affairs, and by the means ot tome injured 
' perſon, enticed thereunto by the 'promiſe 
of a good gratuity, ſearches Ailigently, 
finds them ſuddenly, and by the neceſſity 
x a juſtice's mittimus, conveys them im- 
mediately, without bail or mainprize to a 
loathſome and fatal goal. ee 
The ſeſſions are now at hand, and they 
in a panic fear that they ſhall not come os 
e ; being 


— 
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being conſcious of their guilt, Well, to | 


a wal they are brought, and their indict- 
ment containing the crimes for which they 
are accuſed; they then have recourſe to 


Newgate evaſion, preſbyterian ſhams, 1 
mean I rig and diſſembling, and ſuch kind 


of infignthcant trifles with the court, who 


tired out thexewith, directs the jury, who 


never read ignoramus, and they upon a 
full hearing of the evidence, bring them in. 


guilty. Upon this, ſentence of death is 


pronounced, and they are ſent to their laſt 
habitation here, as faſt tied by the execu- 
tioner here, as they were by the parſon 

formerly. The warrant being ſigned for 
their execution, and the day appointed, 


ltere being no hopes of a pardon, 1 


already deſpiſed and abuſed that grace an 


flavour) they are acquainted therewith in 
order to their preparation, to undergo the 
deſerved and unavoidable puniſhment of 


the law, death. The fatal mornin ap- 
pearing, they are made ready for their laſt 
journey to their long home, and diſgrace- 
fully carried to Tyburn, where by the way 
being ſo notoriouſly known, as they were 


notoxious in the tranſactions of their life; 


: ſome, who have charity, pity them, ma- 


ny, who have ſuffered upon their account, 


curſe them, and moſt blame them. This 
is a hopeful comfort of the toy of marri- 
age, which brings them at laſt to be tied 
up by Keteb, both indiſſoluble knots, ex- 


Bed untied 'by the cold hand of death. 


Thus 
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Thus you may ſee, tho? the ſun-ſhine of 
the former part of their life ſeem'd. to be 
poſſibly - glorious, was at length . overcaſt, - 
and the they might have lived happily, ' 
did at the latter part live wretcheely, and 
died ignominiouſly, _ CES LEY. 

n * "OF 27 . Y | * 
Thus we have done with theſe Eighteen 

Comforts of Matrimony; and I call them 
coimforts becauſe thoſe that are married. . 

think themſelves ſo, and will not be per- 
fuaded to the contrary, though I look upon 
them to be the worſt misfortunes. I. do 
not, nay I dare not ſay, that every mar- 
ried man taſtes of all theſe comforts; but 
I will affirm this for truth, that there is no 
wedded perſon living, how wife and cau- 
teous ſoever, but is ſenſible, at leaſt, 'of 
one of theſe comforts, Nor on the other 
hand do I fay it is ill done to marry; but 
it is not well done certainly, for a man to 
be ſo ſtupid: and inſenſible, as thoſe we 

here diſcourſe of apparently declare them 
ſelves to be, and ſo enſlaved with a ſelf- 
procured bondage. I would not willingly 

\ difoblige the female ſex, nor indeed 40 . 1 
if OE without. prejudice, and rightly un- 
derſtood, the contents of this treatiſe, 

tending. much to their honour and com- . 4 

mendation, in all which rencounters the 
women win the day come off triumphant-- 
ly, and man is molt ſhamefully worſted by 
the weaker ſex: and it is but reaſon it 


thould be fo, conſidering the wrongs thagg ß 
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they ſuffer by the oppreſſion and ſeverity 
of their huſbands, by violence, and with- 


out reaſon,” only becauſe they are not. of 


ſio robuſtous a conſtitution, and are ſent 


into the world with no other weapon than 
the tongue, nor any other defence but 


their chaſtity, though daily expoſed to the 


crafty aſſaults of wily man. Nature hav- 
ing ſent them ſo weakly arm'd into the 


- world, it is a-prodigious ſhame, that men 
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mould fo barbarouſly inſult over them Who 


are ſo ready to ſerve and obey, without 


whoſe ſociety the world would be ſoon a 
deſart, and men could not, did not, nor 
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